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Original Communications. 


Veratrum Viride. 
, of Ionia, Mich. 


a 3y F. Gunprum, M. D. 
«if the February (1879) number, page 31, 

df there is an article by J. A. Henning, who 

co) claims to have used this article of the 

@ materia medica for twenty years very ex- 
tensively, and “has not learnt all about it yet.” 
I cannot bring as many years of experience into 
my favor as Dr. H., but my experience with this 
plant has also been extensive, and as it is so 
different from that of Dr. H. I feel it my duty to 
give it, and perhaps make a few remarks on the 
article by Dr. H. The results in my cases are 
the direct opposites of Dr. H., but I shall give 
my experience just as it is, and I sincerely hope, if 
I should accomplish nothing more, I shall at least 
give warning to those who are not familiar with 
the evil or toxical effects of this most potent rem- 
edy, that they handle it with due care and circum- 
spection. 

Of course we all like to parade brilliant results, 
wonderful cures, marvelous effects of remedies, but 
if more of the marvelous: ill effects of treatment 
or remedies were more frequently given, might it 
not help to advance therapeutics quite as much? 

My experience with this powerful agent began in 
1868 in the Cincinnati Hospital, under Profs. Mur- 
phey and Comegys. It was then being used ex- 
tensively in various diseases, but more especially in 
pneumonia and typhoid fever. I used it extensively 
on a pneumonic patient, I am afraid to the patient’s 
sorrow. I followed the rule, continued my dose until 
the pulse should come down; but instead of this 
the pulse went up, and so did my patient. I think 
this patient could not have recovered, as he had 
gone through a siege of abdominal typhus a little 
while before, but I am certain the medicine hast- 
ened the cardiac paralysis and shortened my pa- 
tient’s life by a good many hours. 

Under Prof. C., the administration of the remedy 
in abdominal typhus was the rule. Well, what 
did we accomplish here ?. We certainly kept the 
pulse down, but at the same time we also, in a 
great number of cases, got the depressing effect of 
the remedy. I could not see that our patients con- 
valesced sooner or quicker, or that our temperature 
charts marked any lower than in the patients who 
were treated differently. But instead, we often 
obtained the toxical effect, which, to say the least, 
did our patient’s constitution no good ; on the con- 
trary, it often frightened patients very much, they 
thinking the end had come. 

_After starting in practice on my own responsi- 
bility, I still thought veratrum viride was a sover- 
eign remedy in a great many diseases, and stuck 





to its use, though with considerable precaution. 
My use of the remedy has become limited year 
after year, and my precaution greater and greater. 
The two principal reasons for this are, (1) because 
the indications for veratrum are not numerous, nor 
the diseases very numerous where it possesses any 
advantage over the other remedies less powerful 
and dangerous. (2) Because it is a very powerful 
and dangerous remedy, and should never be given 
to a patient when the physician can not stay or 
leave a very intelligent nurse who can count the 
pulse before each administration. 

Veratrum viride has been recommended for most 
every disease that flesh is heir to, but this is inci- 
dent to most all new remedies, and especially so in 
the hands of Americans, who are the pioneers in 
progressive therapeutics and trying of new reme- 
dies. Many failures must come necessarily in find- 
ing out the physiological effects and therapeutic 
value of a remedy before it can take its proper place. 

The greatest claim verat. viride can urge asa 
therapeutic agent is as an arterial sedative and 
muscular relaxant. In sthenic fevers, in inflamma- 
tory diseases, in their first stages, when arterial 
pressure is high, this remedy is often a useful, 
and sometimes very valuable one. But even 
here we must discriminate, and be on our guard ; 
for a quick pulse or high temperature are often 
the accompaniments of asthenic conditions, and 
verat. virid. is contra-indicated. It has been 
claimed for this agent that it reduces temperature, 
as well qs the pulse, but if it does so it is excep- 
tional, for I have given the remedy frequently, and 
in the majority of cases I cannot attribute to it 
any great powers in that direction. 

I have seen the temperature run as high in 
pneumonia and abdom. typhus under verat. vir. as 
under an entirely expectant treatment. In one 
case, a young man of fourteen years, the ther- 
mometer marked 104 to 106 degrees F. for seven 
days, and all this time his pulse was not allowed 
to go over 76 or come under 66, the pulse being 
counted before each administration. 

My patient recovered, in spite of my zealous 
persistence in verat. virid. from the beginning to the 
end. The majority of diseases for which this 
agent is recommended produce death, precisely as 
this agent would were it pushed to its ultimate 
toxical effect. Take, for instance, abdom. typhus 
and pneumonia. These two diseases, when the 
end be lethal, do so, in the great majority of cases 
by cardiac paralysis. Has verat. virid. any tendency 
to counteract or overcome this condition? I cer- 
tainly think not. 

Dr. H. says he uses verat. virid. in all fevers 
and inflammations, whether acute or chronic, and 
that it is one of the best and safest remedies in 
the materia medica. It is evident from this broad 
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statement that verat. virid. is to Dr. H. what the 
lancet used to be to our forefathers. If any of 
them had forgotten this cure-all, no matter how 
far they had proceeded on their journey, they 
must turn and procure it at any cost. I beg to 
differ from Dr. H. about this agent being one of 
the safest sedatives in the materia medica. I have 
never killed a patient with it, but once or twice I 
thought my patients would die in spite of all my 
efforts to the contrary. The practitioners who 
laud verat. to the skies say it never killed any one, 
as there never has been a death reported. 

But, notwithstanding this testimony, I think ve- 
rat. virid. will kill just as surely as digitalis, aco- 
nite, belladonna, strychnia, ‘or any of our potent 
remedies. 

I have used Parke, Davis & Co.’s fluid extract 
verat. virid. for ten years, and can pronounce it as 
good as the best, and with this given a drop an 
hour, z. é., at that rate—(I usually gave it three or 
four drops once in so many hours)—I have seen 
many adults made deathly sick, cold and almost 
(and once or twice quite) pulseless. A very stout, 
athletic young man of twenty-six years old was 
sick with a left pneumonia; he took three drops 
fluid extract verat. virid. once in three hours, and 
twice he became so deathly sick it was thought he 
was dying. So much so did the patient think it 
that he had his will made. This man’s convales- 
cence was extremely slow, and he only recovered 
after traveling, taking treatment at water cures, 
etc., which took a period of two years and a large 
sum of money. I attribute the slow recuperation 
to the effect of verat. virid. 

When a country practitioner leaves this safe seda- 
tive with his patient, he measures it so many drops, 
and adding water to make a teaspoonful hold three 
or four drops, now orders them to give a tea- 
spoonful once in three or four hours, and goes 
home. In the course of 12 to 18 hours there is 
seen, at one end of the city or village, a horse 
under full sail, a boy or man on him, barefooted, 
bareheaded and barebacked, making for your 
office, jumps down and tells you, “ Hurry up, doc- 
tor, mother is taken awful sick ; I don’t think she'll 
live.” Is this a safe remedy to leave? The two 
boys were happily relieved of their convulsions ; 
but will the doctor tell us which of the two agents 
he used did the business? Would it not be better, 
before parading a certain remedy, singing hosannahs 
to its virtues before the profession, to try it alone? 
Sarsaparilla has so long been combined with iod. 
potass. in treating syphilis that it has been as- 
cribed great powers in this disease. 

I have only one case to relate in which I used 
the remedy hypodermically. This patient was a 
stout young lady of 19. We could get her to swal- 
low nothing, and I thought verat. virid. clearly indi- 
cated. There was a quick, bounding pulse, high 
temperature (104 degrees F.), flushed face, and a 
tendency to wild delirium, with injected eyes and 
contracted pupils. I gave her, z#to the left arm, 
five drops of Parke, Davis & Co.’s fld. ext. verat. 
virid. I left her room, and thought I should see her 
in an hour, but in about 40 minutes the mother came 
running into the room where I was, saying, ‘“‘ Come 
quick, poor Julia is dying.” I hurried to the room, 
knowing it was more than likely the hypodermic 
injection was the cause of somuchanguish. When 
I reached my patient, saw her as pale as death, 
found her cold as a corpse, pulse imperceptible at 
the wrist. The family thought it was the last of 
the girl, and I declare I thought so myself. 

I congratulate the doctor on his success with 
verat. virid. in his case of chorea; but I think the 
doctor made a broad statement when he said he 
had exhausted all the authorities in the use of 





calabar bean, brom. pot., chloroform, nux vom., 
and gelsem. If these are all the remedies he used 
he left out at least four on which the authorities 
place the greatest reliance, viz.: preparations of 
arsenic, zinc, iron and alcoholics. (See Reynolds's 
Syst. Medicine, Ziemssen’s Handbuch Path. and 
Therap., Dict. de Med. et de Chir. Pratique, etc.) 

Last, but not least, the doctor recommends 20 
to 30 drop doses of this agent in cases of severe 
post-partum hemorrhage. Is it possible that a 
physician should®use verat. virid. in such a case, 
where, of all others, it is physiologically and thera- 
peutically contra-indicated. Has verat. virid. proved. 
itself a remedy capable of giving tone and power 
to open-mouthed vessels in the uterus, or any- 
where else, so that they may close themselves, or, 
being a direct stimulant to the muscular fibers of 
the uterus ? 

The only way we can expect to control post-par- 
tum hemorrhage is to make the uterus contract 
firmly (having cleared the uterine cavity) upon the 
open-mouthed vessels, and by keeping up this con- 
traction, only then can we promise safety to our 
patient. Will verat. do this? or have we not 
remedies a thousand times better? I am glad the 
doctor uses cold with his verat. virid., and hope he 
likewise makes a mixture as above, this time add- 
ing 3idoses of Parke, Davis & Co.’s fld. ext. ergot 
with his exormous doses of verat. virid. 

By mistake a patient of mine and a brother 
practitioner, who was “flowing” quite freely some 
two or three weeks after an induced abortion, 
received 20 drops fid. ext. verat. virid. instead of fl. 
ext. ergot. Our patient came very near losing her 
life from hemorrhage, and we do not ever wish to 
try the dose again. 

She had the effects of an overdose of verat. virid. 
as much as the young lady who received the agent 
hypodermically, and the hemorrhage was only ar- 
rested by firm tamponing. I could give many 
cases of infants, children and adults, where com- 
paratively small doses produced alarming effects, 
but space will not permit. 

In conclusion, I would say, and especially to 
young practitioners, who often rely too much on 
what the deacons of the profession say or write, 
use verat. virid. with great care and circumspec- 
tion, and never use it when you aim to obtain its 
full physiological effect, without being with your 
patient yourself, or leaving an intelligent person, 
so that the pulse shall be counted before the ad- 
ministration of each dose. 


Thymol. 


By Abert B. Prescott, M. D., 
Professor of Organic and Applied Chemistry and Pharmacy, 
University of Michigan. 
MONG the new chemicals of the last twelve 
or fifteen years, no therapeutic agents have 
taken a more prominent place than certain anti- 
septics, few in number, but each quickly adopted 
in general practice, and even in non-professional 
use. First came carbolic acid, well established in 
time for the Pharmacopceia of 1870. Then, in 
1875, salicylic acid was admitted to a permanent 
place as a rival and companion to the former af- 
ticle, from which it was manufactured. Meantime, 
the use of sulphites, hyposulphites, and sulphurous 
acid has received a fresh impetus, and antiseptic 
treatment in surgery and in medicine has been a 
matter of constant attention. And now, begin- 
ning about a year ago, thymol is another article of 
general interest in medicine and pharmacy, and 
A agen officially proposed for the U. S. P. of 
1880. 
In 1875 the writer mentioned the noticeable fact 
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that thymol is the one member of the carbolic 
acid family—the monatomic phenols—known to 
exist ready-formed in plants,* but this was with no 
thought of its use as an antiseptic. Its value had 
been suggested by Bouillon, a French pharmacien, 
but the experiments which brought the article into 
continued public notice were made, itis claimed, in 
Prof. Liebreich’s laboratory, in Berlin, in May, 
1875, and noted shortly afterward, with numerous 
additional testimonies, all over the world.t Early 
last year Dr. Crocker, of London University Col- 
lege Hospital, gave a favorable report, generally 
copied. 

The results in Liebreich’s laboratory claimed for 
thymol in arresting the fermentation of sugar and 
the decomposition of albumen and milk a power 
ten times greater than that of salicylic acid. 
Others claim only four times greater preservative 
power for thymol than for carbolic acid. But the 
distinctive advantage of thymol over carbolic acid 
is due to its being far less corrosive in concen- 
trated form, and much less irritant in the dilute 
mixtures suitable for its use. Being volatile, like 
carbolic acid, it is more penetrating than salicylic 
acid. It is an antiseptic, not itself a septic, at 
least in external use. Also, it is of an agreeable 
odor. 

Its administration, internally, has not received 
much attention. Applied to animals, subcutane- 
ously, it acts as a poison.—H/usemann., 

Thymol is a crystalline solid, nearly colorless, 
with a pleasant, aromatic odor, and a burning aro- 
matic taste, melting at about 44° C. (110° F.), and 
boiling at about 230° C., with specific gravity of 
1.028. It dissolves freely in alcohol, ether, chloro- 
form, benzol, chloral hydrate in water solutions, and 
in oils and vaselene, but is very slightly soluble in 
water and glycerine. The caustic alkalies, in wa- 
ter, dissolve it freely, but without chemical union. 
Four grains in an ounce of alcohol can be diluted 
with water to any extent, without turbidity. It is 
soluble in ten parts of milk.— Symes. 

A good solution is that of one part of thymol, 
ten of alcohol, twenty of glycerine, and water to 
1,000 parts. Dr. Crocker uses a lotion of thymol 
five grains; alcohol and glycerine, each one fluid 
ounce; and water to make eight fluid ounces. 
Likewise, an alkaline solution, five to eighty grains 
thymol, with solution of potassa enough to dis- 
solve it, and water to eight fluid ounces. As an 
ointment, five to thirty grains of thymol may be 
mixed with one ounce of vaseline. Gauze dress- 
ings, in antiseptic surgery, are saturated with a 
mixture of 16 of thymol, 50 of resin, and 500 of 
spermaceti. Thymol and camphor, in proportions 
from two of the former with one of the latter, to 
one of the former with ten of the latter, form a 
colorless liquid. This liquid is miscible with chlo- 
ral hydrate.—Symes. 

For carious teeth, and other uses of dental sur- 
gery, thymol has decided advantages over carbolic 
acid, in its agreeable odor. 

In price thymol now costs ten to fifteen times 
as much as carbolic acid, but, in view of its greater 
potency, it is but little more expensive. 

Chemically, thymol is one of the phenols, the 
group to which the carbolic acid bodies belong. 
Phenol proper (pure crystallized carbolic acid) is a 
six-carbon phenol; cresol, the chief constituent of 
the « cresylic acid” of commerce, and more po- 
tent than crystallized carbolic acid, is a seven-car- 
bon phenol; xylenol, an eight-carbon phenol, and 
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thymola ten-carbon phenol. In structure, thymol 
is prophyl-methyl-phenol. These bodies are not 
acids. The common term carbolic acid is ac- 
cepted by the pharmacopeeia, and its alkali solu- 
tions are often termed carbolates, but it may be 
hoped that the name thymic acid will not gain 
adoption. The alkaline solutions of thymol are 
mixtures, not chemical compounds. 

Carvacrol, a product of carraway oil, and some- 
times used in dental surgery, is isomeric with 
thymol. 

Thymol, by contact with sulphuric acid, forms 
thymyl-sulphuric acid, exactly analogous to phe- 
nyl-sulphuric acid, the acid of the well-known 
sulpho-carbolates in medicinal use. Whether the 
thymyl-sulphates have any claims in medicine or 
not remains to be ascertained. The metallic thy- 
myl-sulphates all dissolve in water. 

Thymol forms about one-half of oil of thyme, 
from ¢hymus vulgaris. The oil of origanum of 
commerce is really oil of thyme, and as true ori- 
ganum oil has no advantage over oil of thyme, 
the former name has been dropped from the phar- 
macopeeia. Thymol is also found in the horse- 
mint, or monarda punctata, and in an East In- 
dian aromatic fruit, ptychot7s ajowan, or “ ajava 
seeds.” The thymol of commerce is at present 
obtained from ajava fruit. Thymol can be separ- 
ated from the other constituents of oil of thyme 
(chiefly cymene, a hydrocarbon) by dissolving in a 
potassa solution (five per cent), separating the un- 
dissolved oil, and adding to the solution enough 
acid to neutralize, when the thymol precipitates. 
The hydrocarbon of thyme oil, cymene, is a ten- 
carbon compound, closely allied to thymol, and 
likewise found in oil of cummin. Thymol is 
stated to be one of the constituents of feredene, an 
aromatic liquid obtained by the action of sulphuric 
acid upon turpentine oil, and used as an antiseptic 
and promoter of ozone. 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, 

School of Pharmacy, Feb, 28, 1879. 


Yerba Reuma (Frankenia Grandifolia). 
Report of analysis by CArkL JuNnGk, Ph. D., Detroit. 


| EREWITH I hand you the result of an analy- 
sis of the plant yerba reuma (frankenia gran- 
difolia). The analysis comprises the whole plant, 
such as was at my disposal, in a coarsely pulver- 
ized state. The small quantity of water—4.68 per 
cent—proves that the plant was nearly dry, which 
accounts for the impossibility of a determination 
of albumen, which can only be reached in fresh 
plants. : 
The substance analyzed was operated 
staté of dessication of from 92 to 95° C.; organic 
constituents were dried and weighed at a tem- 
perature not above 100° C. Subjoined is the re- 
sult of the analysis: 


on ina 


Organic ingredients and water. Per cent. 

Winkwnuh heed wk anaes on 

Sour resin soluble in aq. ammon 

Extractive matter soluble in alcohol, and 

slightly inether... .........---..- 

Tannic acid, coloring iron green.. .... 

Tannic acid, coloring iron bluish black, 

Chlorophy! d 

Greenish brown coloring mz 

Pectine matter, starch and gum. 

Cellulose and lignin............ 

Oxalic acid........ 

59.626 

Inorganic matter. 

(a) Soluble in water. 
Chloride of sodium.... 
Chloride of magnesium. . 
Sulphate lime........ 
Sulphate soda 


28.049 
1.350 
1.474 
2-547 
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(6) Soluble in muriatic acid. 

Oxide iron.....-... onieb kes 1.710 
cnn asecnscerss ae 0.980 
Sulphate lime : ; 3.220 
—_—_— 5.910 
(c) Insoluble in muriatic acid. 

Silicic acid. : hes 0.450 
0.450 
99.466 

Besides this, I found, after total combustion, in 
the ashes, four per cent carbonic acid, which I can- 
not include in the analysis, because it grew out of 
the action of carbon on sulphate of lime and has no 
connection with substance of the plant. The sour 
resin is soluble in aqua ammoniz and alcohol—-tastes 
slightly bitter, reacts mildly acid. The resin, solu- 
ble in alcohol, is indifferent, almost tasteless, with- 
out reaction, not soluble in water and but slightly 
in ether. The solubility of the substance of the 
plant in different re-agents is the following: 

In water : 60.579 per cent, 

In diluted aq. ammoniz....... 24.829 * be 
In alcohol, strong 4 

In water with sulphuric acid... 43.63 

The microscope shows in the tissue of leaves as 
intercellular substances, mucus starch; also dis- 
tinctly crystals of chloride of sodium and of 
gypsum. The leaflets appear smooth on the edges, 
but the microscope brings out a great number of 
thin hair-like prolongations, which apparently with 
eagerness absorb salt solutions. It can be noticed, 
if a very small quantity of brine is brought in con- 
tact with them, that not any appreciable salt crust 
remains on the object glass. 

Since I made these observations only on toler- 
ably dry plants I will not venture to decide whether 
or not in their wet condition they give off water 
and retain the salt; to suppose that they do would 
explain their considerable richness in salt. Their 
therapeutic qualities probably are to be ascribed 
to the resins, tannic acid and salt, which would 
corroborate the observations heretofore made. 

This richness in salt, for a plant grown in sandy 
soil, is very singular, and it would be interesting 
to make the experiment of transplanting it into 
different soils, and from time to time to examine 
its proportion of salt, tannin and resin, as well as 
to have a quantitative examination of the soil in 
which yerba reuma actually grows. 

I will describe a similar experiment (which I made 
in Germany, but had to discontinue on account 
of my emigration) on datura stramonium, when 
again you offer me the columns of your interesting 
monthly, NEW PREPARATIONS. Possibly some of 
your readers might be induced to repeat the exper- 
iment and carry it through to satisfaction. I am 
also willing to bring to a wider notice some obser- 
vations on diabetic urine, which are of great sig- 
nificance for the analyst and physician. 


Cascara Sagrada—Rhamnus Purshiana. 
By E. S. Dunster, M. D., 
Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children, 
University of Michigan. 

When the new laxative, cascara sagrada, was 
given to the profession by Dr. Bundy, the claims 
which he made for it were so extravagant that I 
was inclined to be suspicious of it. But as he for- 
tified his assertions with cases that were apparent- 
ly authentic, I concluded to ascertain for myself 
the value of the remedy. I accordingly procured 
from Parke, Davis & Co. eight ounces of their 
preparation, and with a courage possibly akin to 
rashness, I experimented first upon myself; for, as 
a result of long years of the sedentary life of a stu- 
dent, constipation had been established and was an 
enemy that I had never been able to dislodge. On 
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the first trial of the medicine I was struck with the 
similarity of its taste to the buckthorn (rhamnus 
frangula), a fluid extract of which, prepared by Met- 
calfe & Co., of Boston, I had long used, and I said 
to myself, surely this must be some variety of the 
buckthorn. The recent announcement of its bo- 
tanical name, rhamnus purshiana, confirms this 
opinion. In my own case I found the medicine an 
agreeable laxative, producing, in moderate doses, 
a free semi-solid evacuation of the bowels, without 
catharsis, or tormina, or disturbance of any sort; 
occasionally the dejections were somewhat frothy, 
as if soap had been mixed with the faces. It did 
not impair the appetite, nor derange in any way 
the digestive functions, and after using it for some 
time I gave it to my patients. Now, after nearly 
two years’ trial of the remedy, and in nearly one 
hundred cases, I am satisfied that it is a valuable 
addition to our materia medica, but the claims 
which were first made for it as curatzve of consti- 
pation have in no one instance been substantiated. 
I have invariably found it is well borne and that it 
has no tendency, even after months of continuous 
use, to destroy appetite or derange digestion. A 
laxative that will do this is certainly well worth 
having and using, even if it cannot cure the consti- 
pation. The attacks recently made upon the rem- 
edy are too absurd to warrant notice, for, as has 
been well said, it will move the bowels just as 
readily under its local name of cascara as it will if 
you call it rhamnus purshiana. But lest these at- 
tacks should have some influence in preventing the 
profession from employing it, I think those who 
have used it should make public their experience 
with it, so that a really valuable remedy may not 
fall into disrepute. As to the modes of using it, 
either alone or in combination with other sub- 
stances, I have nothing to say at present, my only 
object now being to fulfill what I conceive to bea 
simple duty in calling attention to the value of the 
remedy. ; 
ANN ARBOR, Mich., Feb. 17, 1879. 


| We fully coincide with the views expressed by 
Prof. Dunster. Our experience in its use for con- 
stipation warrants a cordial recommendation to the 
profession as a valuable remedy.—ED. | 


Ustilago Maidis. 
By S. M. Kessiey, M. D., Stafford, Kas. 
ARCH, 1878, visited Mrs. S., aged 37, mother 
of two children. Found ‘her cold, anemic, 
with weak, rapid pulse, and in a fainting condition. 
I also found she had been suffering from uterine 
hemorrhage, for about two weeks. I prescribed: 


BR. FI. ext. ustilago maidis, 3 j. 
Fl, ext. ergot, 3 ij. 

M. Sig. Teaspoonful every three hours. 

In connection I gave stimulants quite freely. 
Hemorrhage ceased and her condition much im- 
proved. The following day, her condition being 
so much improved, I made an examination and 
found what I diagnosed as uterine fibroid, pyri- 
form, lobulated, about the size of a walnut, occu- 
pying the anterior portion of the uterus, two lines 
to the right, attaching itself to the muscular fibers 
of the same, in which a portion of it seemed im- 
bedded. I still continued the use of the medicine 
until it seemed to cause a weakness of the stom- 
ach, accompanied by continual nausea. I then 
dropped the ergot, and gave the ustilago in the 
following : 

RB. Ustilago maidis, 
Glycerine, aa. 3 ij. 
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Teaspoonful three times a day. 


M. Sig. 


On account of weakness I could do nothing to- | 


ward removing the tumor, and as she continued 
to improve I continued the treatment. 


an examination, prepararatory to the removal, and 
found the tumor reduced in size, and imbedded, 


seemingly, somewhat less in the surrounding mus- | 


cular fiber. I still continued the medicine last pre- 


scribed, and on the 14th of June made the final ex- | 


amination, at which time I could find no indication 
of a tumor. She is now enjoying better health 
than since her last child was born, seven years 
ago.— Fan. 25, 1879. 
Rumex Crispus. 
By Joun A. HeEnnina, M. D., Red Key, Ind. 


2 poco are several varieties of this plant: the 


rumex crispus, rumex aquaticus, rumex Bri-.| 


tannica, and rumex obtusifolius. 

But I desire the attention of physicians more 
particularly to the rumex crispus, called by the 
common name yellow dock. 

Ihave been using the fluid extract of this article, 
prepared by Parke, Davis & Co., for nearly a year, 
but gave it particular attention the past six 
months. 

I have been aware for several years that it was 
a good alterative, tonic, astringent and detergent, 
useful in scrofula, scorbutis, cutaneous diseases 
and syphilitic affections, and also as an elephanti- 
asis remedy. But I desire more particularly to 
give my experience of this remedy as a ung de- 
tergent. 1 use the word detergent in place of ex- 
pectorant, as it conveys a better idea of the action 
of this remedy, in accordance with my observation 
and experience. 

About a year ago I saw in some medical jour- 
nal that this remedy was highly recommended for 
some forms of cough. I purchased the fluid ex- 
tract, and commenced using it in various forms of 
lung diseases, and the more I used it the better | 
liked it. 

I have used it extensively in acute and chronic 
disease of the lungs, and at present I entirely rely 
upon it, especially in pneumonia, with other proper 
remedies. 

It acts as a detergent in allaying the cough and 
producing a free expectoration, and does it quickly, 
without producing nausea, in doses of five to ten 
drops every two hours. Its remote action is that 
it acts as a sedative of the sympathetic nerve, and 
cleanses the lungs from all foreign matter. 

The excrementitious secretions of the lungs are 
but little, comparatively, studied; yet it is a very 
important excretion, being to the extent of over 
500 grains of carbonic acid per hour. If this car- 
bon, or part of it, is retained in the lungs or circu- 
lation, it produces disease and death. 

The excretion of the lungs may be superabun- 
dant, exciting the nervous system, producing an 
exalted circulation, a higher range of tempera- 
ture and waste of tissue. And it may be retained 
in the lungs, and be constantly producing a dry, 
hacking cough, accompanied with shooting pains. 

_This evidence we find both in acute and chronic 
disease. But we. find more trouble from defect in 
excretion in organic or functional diseases of the 
lung than any other form. 

Heretofore I would give syrup of ipecac, squills, 
ete., but now I entirely rely upon rumex crispus, 
and it has never failed in producing free and easy 
e€xp€ctoration, without producing nausea. 

I have treated a number of cases of pneumonia 
the past winter, and in every case I gave five to 
ten drops every few hours, in combination with 
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| other remedies, and in a very short time it would 
allay pain and stricture of the chest, and produce 
free, and, in some cases, copious expectoration. 

It is equally good in chronic cough. 

I can heartily and cheerfully recommend the 
| rumex crispus as a very fine remedy in many forms 
of diseases of the lungs, and I will never allow 
myself to recommend any remedy except what my 
experience warrants. Experience is always worth 
more than theory. 





New Remedies. 
3y A. Eppmon, M. D., Tontogany, O. 


MY attention was called to several new remedies 
1 as far back as two years ago, and on account 
of my being a former resident of California, and 
the southwest coast of South America (Chili and 
Peru), I found that I was acquainted with several 
of these new remedies before I ever saw this coun- 
try. Iam pleased to see that those new remedies 
(of which I shall pass a few short remarks), have 
made their appearance in the United States. I 
have sold and used several of them from 1866 to 
1868, when I was a resident of Caldera (Chili) and 
Lima (Peru). 

Before I pass any remarks on South Amer- 
ican plants, I shall speak first about capsella bursa 
pastoris (shepherd’s purse), which I see by your 
journal has been called into marked attention. The 
first use I made of shepherd’s purse was in 1864, 
in Prussia, when I treated a case of amenorrhcea 
with satisfactory results. I have employed it as a 
diuretic and astringent; I have used it in uterine 
complaints as an injection, and used it in diarrhoea 
with good results. 

It has been known and employed for the above 
named diseases in Russia, as far back as 1839; 
was also used for chills and ague. You will find 
further particulars in Dr. F. L. Strumpf’s M/aterza 
Medica, published at Berlin, 1848, vol. ii, p. 29. 
Capsella bursa was known and used in the days of 
of Dioscorides, Hippocrates and Paulus A<gineta, 
and was used by them to produce abortions, in dys- 
entery, and for injections for leucorrhoea. If space 
would permit, I could give you a further history 
of the medical value of eapsella bursa. 

Grindelia Robusta: I was the first physician 
who introduced this specific for asthma in this 
country. In every case of asthma I have met with 
during the last three years, I have used grindelia 
robusta with good results, combining it either with 
iodide potass., digitalis, opii, or lobelia, according 
to the circumstances the case indicated. I could 
give numerous cases of asthma which I have cured 
with Parke, Davis & Co.’s extract grindelia robusta 
if I had the space to do so. 

Yerba Buena: When I was residing in Caldera, 
Chili, I sold this well-known remedy by the pound. 
It is used in the northern part of Chili by the na- 
tives as a tea, which they drink the same as we do 
our coffee or tea. Its medical properties, which I 
have tested in hundreds of cases, are nervine, tonic 
and stimulant. 

Coca Leaves: This plant is atrue native of 
Bolivia, and its use is also common to the natives 
and mzneros (miners), of Bolivia, Chili and Peru, 
who use it daily instead of tobacco. In conversa- 
tion with the natives they informed me it would be 
impossible for them to do without it, and I have 
seen these mzneros without food and water for 
three days, and they did not suffer, because they 
used coca leaves. The reader will remember that 
in the northern part of Chili, around Caldera and 
through the mining district, water is made from 
sea water, there being no rain-fall nor wells. Coca 





leaves are one of the best stimulants and most 
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powerful nervines that we can find at the present 
day. 

In my next communication I shall speak about 
cascara sagrada, and endeavor to convince Dr. 
Gibbons, of California, that it was used and recom- 
mended for constipation (by good authority) over 
30 years ago. 





Guaiacum Officinale. 
By J. Q. A. CLowgs, M. D., Shiloh, Ohio. 


’T‘HE attention of the medical profession at the 

present day as regards therapeutical agents, 
is directed mainly to new preparations of superi- 
or medicinal qualities, and while I do not charge 
the neglect of the older and well tried medicines, 
I wish to bring before the medical profession an 
old medicine, with new and well tried properties, at 
my own hands, which I have tested in the last 
three years. 

As our noble profession has been making great 
advancement toward perfection in the way of intro- 
ducing new medicines, it is likewise proper and 
right that the older medicines should receive their 
proper claims and right uses. And as NEW PRE- 
PARATIONS is one of the mediums through which 
new medicines are reported and their special prop- 
erties made known, it is also the medium through 
which the older medicines should receive their 
share of investigation as regards new properties 
and uses. 

The medicine with which I am pleased to embellish 
the title of my communication is known as guaiacum 
officinale, the tincture if you please, made either 
from the wood or resin, after the form of specific 
tincture, the strength of our fluid extracts in gen- 
eral use. I have employed its use in various cases 
of chronic nephritis associated with rheumatic or 
gouty diathesis, and as the success that has at- 
tended its employment at my hands has been so 


Correspondence. 


Grindelia Robusta—Cascara Sagrada—Damiana, 


Your first number of NEw PREPARATIONS came 
to hand, and I am well pleased with its matter and 
appearance. 

Your corps of contributors come right to the 
point. The new remedy described does just what 
it is recommended to doin their hands. Now, I 
am in no trouble about the paternity of these bo- 
tanical productions—who first discovered and ap- 
plied them. If it was an Indian chief who told 
about them and led to their use, I would hail him 
as a benefactor to the race and heartily thank him. 
But to the point: I learned through the corre- 
spondents of the first numbers of the quarterly 
NEW PREPARATIONS, the success of their treat- 
ment with these remedies, and at once set about to 
use them as directed. 

My first case was my own daughter, a young 
lady who is inclined to pulmonary congestion. She 
had a bad attack of it, complicated with bronchial 
irritation. I commenced with one-half drachm 
doses every three hours of grindelia robusta, and 
in twenty-four hours the cough ceased and the 
charge was convalescent forward. I was struck 
with the almost instantaneous relief given, and 
prescribed again for another case in a worse con- 
dition than the former, and it cured it likewise; 
other times a week’s treatment with Dover’s pow- 
ders and cough medicines would not and did not 
produce such favorable results. 








uniformly gratifying, I invariably prescribe its 
use in lumbago, lame back, etc., and think it almost 
specific in its effects. As an-adjuvant in the dis- 
eases in which I have employed it, I sometimes 
compound it with macrotys and acet. potass. with 
very good effect, and I believe facilitates a quick 
return to the natural function, health. 

It has moreover an excellent effect combined 
with other adjuvants in tonsilitis. I might cite 
many cases in proof of my assertions to the me- 
dicinal properties of guaiacum, but deem it unnec- 
essary and unwarrantable, as a trial will convince 
in louder tones than I am able to pen. 


Smartweed. 
By J. Cooreriper, M. D., Taylorsville, Ind. 


Botanical name, polygonum hydropiperoides; habitat, United 
States ; local or common name, smartweed ; medicinal part, leaves, 


toe is but a passing notice of this plant given 

in the Materta Medica, that claiming for it 
emmenagogue properties with some influence in 
mercurial salivation, but I have never found any 
reference to its use in cholera infantum. I have been 
using it almost exclusively in that disease for six 
years with uniform success. I gather the leaves when 
the plant is in full flower; dry in the shade. I use by 
making a decoction of two drachms to eight ounces 
of menstruum, then give as an average dose two 
drachms every two to three hours, prolonging the 
time as the case improves. I have never seen any 
bad effect from large doses. The diarrhoea com- 
mences to diminish in from three to four hours 
from commencement of treatment, leaving the bow- 
els in a healthy condition. 

As far as I can judge, its action is tonic, astrin- 
gent, with a specific tonic action on the mucous 
membrane of the alimentary canal. Would it not 
make a good subject for a fluid extract for con- 
venience ? 





I saw at once the peculiar action of the remedy, 
and now combine it with all my cough expec- 
torants, constituting it as my especial factor in all 
cases. I had a case of a child three years old this 
winter, double pneumonia. I almost despaired of 
it, but with other treatment prescribed ten drops of 
grindelia and yerba santa, combined, every two 
hours during three days, and it resulted favor- 
ably. 

r have used the cascara sagrada lately, in a 
case where no active cathartic could be borne in 
the stomach. I gave twenty drops three times 
in the twenty-four hours. It acted like a charm, 
and so grateful was my patient, she exclaimed, 
“Never did I take anything acted so nice.” I gave 
it yesterday to an old lady 83 years old, with con- 
stipated bowels, and it acted so genial that she 
hardly knew she was physicked at all. Its results 
are successful, as every one who uses it will testify. 

Ihave used damiana. It acts well, prescribed as 
directed. The satisfaction one feels when a reme- 
dy like the ones above described, makes the patient 
exultant, is better felt than described. In a word, 
I am not deceived in these remedies, and don't 
want to be. Once or twice I used other prepara- 
tions than Parke, Davis & Co.’s, but they do not 
satisfy me. A cheap imitation of a popular remedy 
does immense harm in every way. 

WM. GOLDRICH, M. D. 
DELAWARE, O., Feb. 3, 1879. 
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Berberis Aquifolium—Cascara Sagrada. 


If it would be acceptable or of any benefit to you | 
or to the profession, I would like to say something 
in favor of some of the new preparations. Berberis | 
Aquifolium: Had a case of herpes zoster, in a man | 
of about 50 years of age. As this case was a severe | 
one, and knowing no remedies that would give re- 
lief, I concluded to treat the case as one of scrofu- | 
lous origin, so I prescribed : 

B. 
. | 
Elix. simplicis, 3 ij. 

| 

M. Sig. Teaspoonful four times daily. 

This gave decided relief, and after taking the | 
second prescription was entirely relieved and able 
to return to his work in a logging camp. 

Cascara Sagrada: Was called some six weeks 
ago to see a young female, who had not had an 
evacuation from the bowels for eleven days; pre- 
scribed heavy doses of podophyllin and leptandrin, 
which produced only one evacuation. Was called 
one week from that time to see her again, she not 
having had a movement from the bowels during 
the week. I prescribed: 


Berberis aquifolii, 3 ij. 


Potassii iodidi, 3 iiss. 


RB. Cascare sagrade, 3 j. 
Elix. simplicis, % j 


eo ad 


2 


M. Sig. Teaspoonful every four hours. 
Since which time she has been perfectly regular 
and well. 
Yours respectfully, 
I. B. CARGEN, M. D. 
NEILLSVILLE, Wis., Feb. 13, 1879. 





Cascara Sagrada—Yerba Santa. 


A recent writer in Tilden & Co.’s fournal, N. 
Y., calls your cascara sagrada a humbug, stating 
he has tried it and it is a failure. I say, after a fair | 
trial, that z¢ zs unequaled in its action asa laxa-| 
tive. 1 have used it extensively without a sin- | 
gle failure, and it is growing in popular favor 
every day. Constipation is the curse of the times, 
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| fills the bill. 
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as every physician knows. JI never have found any 
remedy that gave me satisfaction till I used this, 
which is so far superior to anything else that I 
should not know how to get along without it. 
Yerba santa is another very superior remedy in 
cases to which it is adapted, as I know in my own 


I had a chronic hoarseness of twenty years’ stand- 
ing, which nothing relieved, and which was yearly 
becoming worse. One small bottle almost entirely 
removed the whole trouble. 

I have used it in similar cases for others, with 
like results. I regard the action of the remedy as 
topical only, a few drops in glycerine, dissolved in 
the mouth, having as good an effect as a teaspoon- 
ful in the stomach. Grindelia robusta has never 
given me the least satisfaction. 

I have used quite a quantity of your other prepar- 
ations, and the most of them have given excellent 
satisfaction. In haste, yours truly, 

T. C. S. BERRY, M. D.., 
Pen. Ex. Surg. 
HOULTON, Me., Jan. 29, 1879. 


Cascara Sagrada. 


By the kindness of Drs. Bundy and Hansen, of 
Oakland, I was induced to test cascara sagrada 
for constipation—acute and chronic—and although 
I have treated over two dozen old, stubborn cases 
that had resisted pills and purgatives, until the poor 
victims gave up in despair, this remedy completely 
A few doses has afforded the desired 
relief without a single exception. It far exceeds 
any and every remedy known, I verily believe. 
Everybody that tries it speaks in the highest praise 
ofits mild yet efficient effect. It is truly a welcome 
agent in the hands of the physician who will 
waive all prejudice and give it a fair trial. It only 
needs to become known to be appreciated. 

Respectfully yours, 
W. H. RICE, M. D. 

MODESTE, California, Feb. 28th, 1879. 
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Editorial. 


Objections to New Remedies. 


,N the recent discussion on the subject of new 
remedies, attention was several times inci- 
dentally called to the indisposition mani- 

fested by some physicians to submit new agents 
introduced to their consideration to the tests ne- 
cessary to establish or refute the claims set up for 
them. Some even go so far in their inconsistency as 
to deliberately condemn the new for no other reason 
than that itis new. Of course it requires a little more 
than the average store of patience to enable one to 
argue with people with such a bent of mind It is 
doubtful, moreover, whether argument with such is 
possible, for they are asa rule not open to conviction. 
There is, however, a class of reasonable and fair- 
minded men who, from no other cause than care- 
lessness and indifference, neglect what we claim is 
their duty in this matter, not only as scientific men 
but as members of a humane profession, It is to 
this class that we would more particularly address 
ourselves at this time. 

Medicine is essentially an experimental science, 
and is dependent on trial and observation for its 
advancement. Few, if any, of the rules of exact 
science are applicable in the field of therapeutics. 
It is impossible by any mathematical calculation or 
chemical experiment to predicate of any substance 
its effect on the living organism; and important 
even as is a knowledge of the physiological action 
of a drug, such knowledge is not an absolutely re- 
liable basis for the administration of a medicine in 
a pathological condition. 

Remedies which have for years been in the hands 
of the profession are under the crucial tests of ex- 
perience being constantly discovered to possess 
qualities which they were not dreamt of as pos- 
sessing when they were first introduced. Our 
most prized remedies—our “sheet anchors,” our 
sine gua nons—were once new; the properties in 
virtue of which we now hold them in such high es- 
teem were discovered only through trial, and had 
our predecessors manifested the carelessness, in- 
difference and positive opposition to them which 
are to-day shown by some towards remedies re- 
cently introduced, they might as well have re- 
mained concealed in the bowels of the earth. 

It is a popular notion that every country con- 
tains in a state of nature the remedies for the dis- 
eases which are indigenous thereto. While we 
cannot yield full acquiescence to such a proposi- 
tion, we are among those who believe that even 
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their 
grains of truth. Certainly the accident of an ar- 
ticle’s being found in one’s own country should 
not prejudice one against it. There is, moreover, 
nothing that we know of, either in the soil or 
climate of other countries, which would lead us to 
suppose that their plants which are common to 
the same latitude are possessed of special medicin- 
al virtues. There are, however, those who look 
with suspicion on the natural. medicinal plants of 
our own country, but receive with open arms and 
a blind faith the products of another longitude, 
We might instance the disfavor with which grin- 
delia robusta was received, and the welcome which 
greeted jaborandi. Without wishing to detract 
from the worth of foreign products, we maintain 
that were the attention paid to home products 
that is given to them, our own drugs would be 
held in more general favor. 


popular superstitions are not devoid of 


Another peculiarity which we may note in this 
connection is the difference in the reception which 
is given to organic and inorganic, or vegetable 
and mineral drugs. The “regular” physician is 
accused of a predilection for minerals, and cer- 
tainly, in many instances, there is too much ground 
for the accusation. We remember the time, and 
it is not remote, when “roots and yarbs” were by 
very general assent relegated to the “ botanic” 
and “eclectic ;” when an advocacy of the merits 
of podophyllin, leptandrin, lobelia, etc., would 
have been sufficient to compromise the “regu- 
lar’s’’ orthodoxy. Within late years, however, 
that branch of the profession which lays especial 
claims to liberality has in part redeemed itself 
from its anomalous position on this point, but 
there is yet room for improvement. 

It is great injustice both to the remedy itself 
and to science to suspect it, because it is new. He 
must be either a very self-sufficient, or a very ig- 
norant man, who is satisfied with the agents in his 
possession for the combating of disease. Who 
that has stood by the dying, and has watched the 
sands of his life running out, has not yearned 
for something which he has not? His diagnosis 
is clear, and he knows clearly what are the indica- 
tions for treatment, but the agents at his disposal 
disappoint him at every turn, and he stands as if 
with his hands tied in the presence of the destroyer. 
Year by year, thanks to the true friends of science, 
the observer and the investigator, the hands of 
the physician are becoming stronger and stronger. 
Not many years since, eyes were closed to light 
because belladonna was unknown, and though we 
have tolerable control over many diseased con- 
ditions, we still are daily reminded of our impo- 
tency. Who knows but that many specifics are 
lying even within our reach. Let the fault not be 
deliberately ours, if they are not made subservient 
to our wills. Within reasonable limits, it be- 
comes us to prove all things, that we may be able 
to select the truly good. By receiving strangers 
we may be entertaining angels unawares. 
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In re Cascare. ‘interspersed with music, under the direction of 
= of our readers may think that we have Mr. R. Speil. At the close of the exercises the 











been devoting too much space in this and pre- | tustees of the college, guests and graduates ~—— 
ceding numbers of this volume to the attack made elegantly entertained by the faculty, at the resi- 
on the new remedies which have been introduced | dence of Dr. E. W. Jenks, No. 84 Lafayette avenue. 
to the profession through the medium of this jour- Thus pleasantly closed the books of another col- 
nal. Under ordinary circumstances, this space 
might rightfully be considered out of proportion to 
the demands which this attack should call forth ; Mental and Physical Nourishment. 


but, in the present instance, we do not think that : , : 
: ; : N the evening of the 3d inst. we had the pleas- 
too much attention has been given the subject. : ; : é 
: Ssitigys ; ure of attending an interesting meeting of the 
The question involved in the controversy has not ; : nie : 
; Detroit Medical and Library Association, at its 
been merely that of the title of the drugs to the : : 
s : rooms, No. 29 Lafayette avenue, when Prof. Wet- 
claims made for them, important though such a é 3 : 
: ; = é aad ie more delivered an address on Spectrum Analysis, 
question be of itself. There is a principle under-| _. : ‘ Be : : 
; ere with lantern illustrations. The Prof. discussed the 
lying the whole which must needs be vindicated, ‘ : 
cf : ‘ ; value of the spectrum in the detection of adultera- 
in the interests of all true progress in therapeutics. | .. ; 2 : : 
$ cat base | tions in articles of food, etc., and also in the diag- 
The question is not the narrow one of any par- | ; 
: ‘ lle nosis of human blood. At the close of the lecture 
ticular manufacturing establishment’s pecuniary ; ; : 
ea ere is - |the meeting adjourned to the Antisdel House, on 
loss or gain—it is whether any house may be per- ne Z ; a - 
: Se ; : sie . the invitation of the president, Dr. E. L. Shurly, 
mitted with impunity to cast suspicion on an ar- ay 
: RN : 5 % when the doctors showed their appreciation of the 
ticle of intrinsic worth, and seek to prejudice the : : 
good things set on the table by mine host Antisdel. 


yrofession against it in order to gratify an ani- ; a 
thie g a : Moral—Doctors never quarrel while eating and 
mosity towards a successful rival; whether the 


lege year. 


é 3 _ ; drinking around the festive board. 
medical profession will passively suffer itself to be 8 
made a means to any such end. ~ 
We cannot but feel pleased at the generous re- New Feature. 
sponse which has come from the medical press of a ; 
JE would call the attention of the readers of 
the country to our appeal to it to denounce the| \A/ .. : 

F | NEW PREPARATIONS toa new feature in the 
matter of the journal for February, and which will 
oa ; be continued in consecutive numbers. We refer 
tific, botanic and ethical gentlemen have been ex- p 4 ‘ 3 

: <P to arésumé of the proceedings of the Wayne County 
posed, will make them very chary in future of the ; segs E agit ‘ 
. ; ee : : ... | Medical Society from its organization to January 
devices with which they started out. In their in- R 
ordinate self-interest they overleaped themselves, 
and have met with a set-back which it is hoped 
they may interpret to their future benefit. 


tactics of which the recent attack was a part. 
The effectual manner in which certain very scien- 


4th, inclusive. Our space will not allow of the 
papers which were read to be printed at length, but 
we hope when the résumé shall reach the current 
year to give some of them at least to our readers 
ae | 2m extenso. 
Commencement. 


"THE eleventh annual commencement of the De- | Notice. 
troit Medical College was held in the Detroit | R. Cox, President of the State Medical So- 
Opera House on the evening of the 4th inst. | |) ciety requests all members of the same who 
Twenty-nine young doctors received their diplomas | desire to go as delegates to the American Medical 
from the hand of the President, Dr. E. W. Jenks. | Accociation to be held in Atlanta, Ga., on the first 
We felt sad to think how few would be the oppor- | Tuesday in May, 1879, will please send their names 
tunities for all of them to rise to distinction in such | ag early as possible to the Secretary, Dr. George E. 
an overcrowded profession as that of medicine, | Ranney, at Lansing. : 
but we cordially extend to them our best wishes. | : eos 
The Opera House was crowded with our best citi- | 
zens. On the platform were the trustees, faculty Erratum. 
and invited guests, amongst whom we noticed Dr.!| TYOR fear that the genitive ending of “ extrac- 
G. K. Johnson, of Grand Rapids, and Dr. White, | tum,” given as “extractzs,” in the formula 
of Saginaw City. One of the pleasant acts of the 
evening was the conferring of the honorary degree 
of Doctor of Medicine upon our old friend, Dr. | ber, should be credited (?) to Mr. Thompson, we 
James H. Jerome, of Saginaw City, an old practi-| take the opportunity of dividing the responsibility 
tioner of the State and a graduate of Geneva Col-| between: our compositor and our proof reader. 
lege of Medicine, many years ago. We have only to say, in extenuation of the heinous- 
The address was by Col. O. T. Beard, and the| ness of their offense, that mistakes are liable to 
The exercises were | happen in the best regulated families. 


given by Mr. John Thompson, in his article on 
grindelia robusta in vaginitis, in our last num- 





poem by Hon. Levi Bishop. 
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Book Reviews. 


Health, and How to Promote it.—By Richard 
McSherry, M. D., Professor of Practice of Medi- 
cine, University of Maryland, President Baltimore 
Academy of Medicine, etc. New York: D. Ap- 
pleton & Co., 549 and 551 Broadway. 1879. 
From E. B. Smith & Co., Detroit, who have it for 
sale. Inthe February number of the Maryland 
Medical Fournal we find the following notice: 
“Prof. "McSherry is already well known to the 
profession as a teacher and writer.” “We pre- 
dict for it a most favorable reception at the hands 
of the profession and intelligent public.” ‘ No 
one is more competent (in this city) to instruct 
our people in hygiene.” We might stop here, 
but we cannot in so doing do justice to the book 
before us and our own inclination. Could our 
space allow we would like to give our readers 
practical quotations from the body of the work, 
but we must content ourselves by giving merely 
an outline, which can best be done by relating the 
contents of each of the parts into which the book 
is divided. 

PART I—Chapter 1. Introductory Remarks; 
Hygiene the better part of Medicine. 2. The four 
divisions of Human Life. 3. The Young Man; 
The Young Woman. 4. The Man. 5. The De- 
clining, or Old Man. 

PART Il—Aygzenzcs tn Some Detatl—Chapter 
1. Temperaments and Idiosyncrasies ; Inheritance ; 
Habit; Constitution. 2. The Air we Breathe; 
Sewers and Cess-pools; Ozone; Malaria; Animal 
Emanations; Devitalized House Air. 3. Water. 
4. Clothing. 5. Exercise or Work; Influence of 
Occupation upon Longevity; Limit to Labor. 6. 
The Food of Man; Accessory Force; Manner of 
Eating; Tea and Coffee. 7. Alcohol, Use and 
Abuse; Ardent Spirits; Wines; Malt Liquors. 
8. Tobacco; Chewing and Smoking should be for- 
bidden in Schools. 

Report of Naval Surgeons. 

Our readers can see from the above the scope 
of the author. Starting out with the familiar no- 
tice that the term of man’s life is threescore years 
and ten; perchance the strong may reach the four- 
score, yet the infirmities of age press heavily on 
the octogenarian. How to manage life in such a 
manner as to reach the threescore years and ten, 
and as much longer as possible, in the preserva- 
tion of the animal and intellectual faculties, is the 
desideratum of the talented author, and if the ad- 
vice and the practical information could be gener- 
ally adhered to, the human race would be greatly 
benefited, physically as well as mentally. 

The work is for the individual and the family, 
and although the physician may and can read it 
with much profit, yet it is more for the paterfa- 
milias and his wife to study, as they enter their 
new world of household duties. 

“Health, and how to Promote it” is an extra 
readable book on the subject upon which it treats. 
It should be in every domestic library, and be read 
and studied by the head of every family, doctors 
not even excepted. 





Health Primers. Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4. New 
York. D. Appleton & Company, 549-551 Broad- 
way. For sale in Detroit by E. B. Smith & Co. 

It is purposed to extend this series to some 15 
numbers ; the first four we have received. No. I 
treats of exercise and training; No. 2, alcohol, its 
use and abuse; No. 3, the house and its surround- 
ings; No. 4, premature death, its promotion or 
prevention. Each number of the series will con- 
sist of about 94 pages in square 16mo volumes, 





printed on good paper, in cloth covers, and edited 
by Drs. J. Langdon Down, F. R. C. P., Henry 
Power, M. B., F. R. C.S., J. Mortimer Granville, 
M. D., and John Tweedy, F. R. C.S. The con- 
tributors are some 18 or 20, and from amongst the 
leading writers and members of the medical pro- 
fession in London and Edinburgh. As will be 
seen from the names of the editors, these little 
books are produced by English authors, and are 
naturally based upon English experience and local 
references. Principles and rules are applicable 
everywhere, and even the Primer on the “ House 
and it Surroundings” is full of excellent instruc- 
tion on the relation of dwellings to health for 
American application. 

The successive volumes will treat of personal 
appearances in health and disease; baths and 
bathing; the heart, and its functions; the head, 
clothing, and dress; water; the skin, and its 
troubles ; fatigue and pain; the ear and hearing; 
the eye and vision; and temperature in health and 
disease. 

From the character of the authors, these little 
volumes can be received as in the highest degree 
trustworthy, as everything that pertains to health 
and hygiene should be. They are valuable read- 
ing to the physician, but are more particularly for 
the individual and family, and will form a cheap 
and compendious popular library of health manuals, 
which should find a place in every household. 
Price 40 cents each. 


THAT old and veteran journal with its yellow 
cover, Brazthwaite's Retrospect of Practical Med- 
icine and Surgery, part 77, January, 1879, is on 
our table. 

It is published by W. A Townsend, New York, 
and its agents in Detroit are E. B. Smith & Co., of 
whom it can be had. Like an egg, it is full of 
meat. 


General Surgical Pathology and Therapeutics.— 
In 51 lectures—a text-book for students and physi- 
cians, by Dr. Theodor Billroth, Professor of Sur- 
gery in Vienna; translated from the fourth German 
edition with the special permission of the author, 
and revised from the eighth edition of Charles E. 
Hackley, A. M., M. D., Physician to the New York 
Hospital, Fellow of the New York Academy of 
Medicine, etc., etc. New York: D. Appleton & 
Co., 549 and 551 Broadway. 1879. For sale 
by E. B. Smith & Co., Detroit, Mich. The trans- 
lator says, “ The book might perhaps have been 
entitled ‘Principles of Surgery,’ but this would 
hardly have indicated the specific manner in which 
these principles have been indicated.” This edi- 
tion, previous to translation, has been carefully re- 
vised by its talented author and some additions 
have been made to former ones. 

To those who have not the New Sydenhams 
Society translation of the same edition, we would 
say, procure this. Billrothis authority, and the 
student who is well up in his surgical pathology is 
master of the situation. Although the wording of 
the translator differs somewhat from the N. S. S.’s, 
yet the meaning conveyed is the same. The book 
is issued in Appleton’s style, on fine paper and 
good print. 


WE have received the Calendar of the Univer- 
sity of Michigan for 1878-9, from which we learn 
that there are in the 
Department of Literature, Science and Arts........ 

a Medicine and Surgery 


Law 
School of Pharmacy 
Homeopathic Medical College. 
College of Dental Surgery 


ME is bade bids nwasdemdca ew adinectiennes 1,372 
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This is an increase of 142 over 1877-8, as fol- 
lows: 
Literature, Science and Arts 76 students. 
Medicine and Surgery iaaeeee we = 
* Law. aad ii 22 
School of Pharmacy.... 
College of Dental Surge 


Department of 


“ 


“ 


Total increase......+..-eee sees seeecees seeeees 152 
Homeeopathic Medical College less ro than last year, 10 


142 


This speaks well for the University. The cal- 
ender is published by the University, Ann Arbor, 
Mich., and contains 165 pages. 


First Annual Report of the Presbyterian Eye 
and Ear Charity Hospital, No. 779 Baltimore St., 
Baltimore, Md., for the year ending December 2d, 
1878. 

This institution is under the gratuitous charge of 
the well-known surgeon and specialist, Dr. J. J. 
Chisholm. From his report to the governor, we 
learn that “for the twelve months the number of 
visits of poor suffering from eye or ear diseases 
aggregated 13,937, to all of whom medicines were 
given to the extent of several thousand gratuitous 
prescriptions.” This shows well for the hospital, 
but would it not have been better if the labor had 
been divided with other members of the profession ? 
for unless the doctor is rich he cannot afford to 
give so much gratuitous labor, and if poor, it should 
not be asked of him, unless, provided such ser- 
vices has an indirect income. We are not at all 
clear “that it is all charity to give,’”’ and we fear 
that in our charity hospitals, clinics, etc., the desire 
to have large numbers invites the unprincipled and 
stingy to the front, while the modesty of the truly 
poor deters them from the benefits that should be 
entirely theirs. Nevertheless, it is perhaps better 
as it is, otherwise there would not be such an open 
field for sympathy. $300 will provide a bed for the 
entire year, while $5,000 will provide one till either 
the hospital or the world comes to an end. 


The Scientific American.—We have before us 
that old and valuable scientific paper, the Sczentzfic 
American, No. 8. Vol. 40, with supplement. We 
remember, years ago, with what pleasure we 
perused its columns and admired its wood cuts 
and engravings, wondering at the same time how 
the artists could show every part of a machine so 
well on paper. For years it has not been our for- 
tune tosee much of it—but like the world it has 
grown, and with its growth has improved, so that 
the friends of its old series would scarcely know 
the adult of the new, with its improved cuts, print- 
ing and paper, Its table of contents is full and 
diversified, and with its supplement embraces al- 
most every branch of science, not only at home but 
abroad. Itis worthy of a place and should be on 
the table of all the learned professions, and with 
its “one hundred choice household receipts” 
would not be amiss in the drawing-room of the 
lady of the house. 

Munn & Co. are its publishers and proprietors 
and it is issued weekly at No. 37 Park Row, New 
York city. Terms, $3.26 a year, postage included. 

The supplement is issued weekly at $5.00, post- 
age included. 


Archives of Medicine. Volume 1, No. 1; Feb- 
ruary, 1879; a bi-monthly journal of 112 pages; 
edited by E. Seguin, M. D., and published by G. P. 
Putnam’s Sons, 182 Fifth avenue, New York; 
terms $3 in advance. 

Original articles in this number are from the 
pens of T. Gaillard Thomas, M. D., on “A New 
Method of Removing Interstitial and Sub-Mucus 





Fibroids of the Uterus,” illustrated by cases; Mary 
Putnam Jacobs, M. D., “ Provisional Report on the 
Effects of Quinine upon the Cerebral Circulation ;” 
C. Heitzman, M. D., “The Aid which Medical Di- 
agnosis Receives from Recent Discoveries in Mi- 
crosopy,” and A. F. Delafield, M. D., “Elementary ° 
Lessons in Electricity,” together with its “ Edito- 
rial Department,” “‘ New Books and Instruments,” 
“ Abstracts and Summaries” and “ Original Obser- 
vations,” make up its table of contents. It is 
printed on strong white paper with a clear faced 
type, which renders the reading pleasant to the 
eyes. We own up from one perusal of this num- 
ber that the Archzves is a valuable acquisition to 
American medical journalism, and the name of 
Putnam is a sufficient guarantee We welcome 
it on our exchange list. 


No. 1 of Index Medicus has been received, and 
is a journal of 72 pages, printed on good paper, 
double column, and wide margin. Its contents are 
made up of three pages introductory, 25 pages of 
list of journals and transactions, and the remainder 
to a classified record of medical literature. 

A few pages will be devoted hereafter to “ Notes 
and Queries.” All books, pamphlets and period- 
icals sent to the /adex Medicus by their authors 
or publishers will after record and analysis for that 
journal be placed in the library of the surgeon- 
general’s office. Every medical man should sub- 
scribe for this journal and also see that a copy of 
every book, pamphlet, etc., of which they are the 
authors should be forwarded to the editors at Wash- 
ington, D. C., and all subscriptions to F. Leypoldt, 
publisher, P. O. box 4295, New York. 


Transactions of the Wisconsin State Medical’ 
Society, 1878.--For thirty-two years the State 
Medical Society of our sister State has been in ex- 
istence, and its proceedings come to us printed 
on fine paper and with excellent type, and printed 
by the Sez¢zne/ Company, Milwaukee; pages, 196. 

From the record, the society must be in a flour- 
ishing condition, and the character of the papers 
read shows that although west of the great lakes, 
the star of science travels with the people west- 
ward. Two hundred and twenty physicians com- 
pose its membership, among the names of which 
we recognize many of prominent standing in the 
profession of our whole country, and in whose 
friendship and society we have ever been welcome. 
We can only extend our congratulations to the 
profession of the “ Badger” State, and without be- 
ing in the least jealous, bid them God-speed. 


The Detroit Lancet is an eighty-page monthly, 
devoted to medicine, surgery, chemistry and phar- 
macy. Itis an exponent of rational medicine as 
taught by the best teachers and writers in Amer- 
ica and Europe. Its original articles and its trans- 
lations and condensations from exchanges are pre- 
pared expressly for its pages. It is altogether a 
journal to be read, and to be kept for future refer- 
ence. It is edited by Leartus Conner, A. M., M. D.; 
published by E. B. Smith & Co., Detroit, Mich. 
Terms, $3 a year, in advance. 

We cordially welcome our contemporary to our 
exchange list. Its prospectus speaks for itself. 
Dr. Connor is now its sole editor, and the ring of 
the old “ Review of Medicine’”’ will be readily de- 
tected in the Lancet for 1879. 


The Physician and Surgeon is the name of the 
last contribution to Michigan medical journalism, 
and we are of opinion this should make it com- 
plete. It isa monthly of 46 pages, $2.00 per an- 
num, edited by Victor C. Vaughn, M. D., Ph. D. 
Associate editors, A. B. Palmer, M. D., Donald Mc- 
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Lean, M. D., and John P. Langley, M. D., members 
of the Faculty of the University of Michigan. We 
had supposed there were medical journals enough 
for our State. Yet it is evident there was still 
another “want” to be supplied, and we presume 
the Physician and Surgeon ought to, and doubt- 
less will fill it. Please send us the number for 
January. 


Popular Science Monthly.— The forthcoming 
number of the Popular Science Monthly (for 
March, 1879) will contain, among other articles, 
the following: “The Electric Light,” by Prof. 
John Tyndall, F. R. S., etc.; “On the Chemical 
Elements,” by Prof. J.. Norman Lockyer, F. R. S., 
etc.; “Experiments with Living Human Beings,” 
by Dr. George M. Beard ; “Science and Socialism,” 
by Prof. Oscar Schmidt; “Is Conscience Primi- 
tive?” by Warren Wilkinson. 


Proceedings 





Proceedings of the Wayne County 
Medical Society. 
STATED MEETING. 
DETROIT, January 18, 1877. 
TREATMENT OF DIPHTHERIA.—CONTINUED. 


Dr. Lyster reported the following case: A young 
lady of 18 years was attending boarding school 
where the pupils were suffering with sore throat. 
She visited the sick in the room in which they 
were kept by themselves, before coming home for 
holidays. Four or five days after arriving home 
she was taken with sore throat, swelling of the 
cervical glands, great prostration and diphtheritic 
exudate on one tonsil. The next day she was 
worse, the exudate spreading upwards and _for- 
wards. About the fifth day the other tonsil was 
involved, the first one affected being nearly well. 
The case terminated favorably. 

In this case he gave large doses of quinine; tinct. 
ferri mur., potass., chloral and water as a wash; 
and towards the last atomized fluids. He depend- 
ed principally on local treatment. He believes the 
treatment of this disease should be sustaining and 
similar to that given above. Liquor potass. or the 
persulphate of iron might be applied to the exudate 
with a probang. 

Dr. Rouse used a similar treatment; believed 


glycerine a valuable addition to the iron and potash | 


wash. A salinecathartic at the commencement of 


the attack, followed by alkaline diuretics usually | 
shortened the duration of the attack and guarded | 
against the nervous and rheumatic phenomena so | 
Tincture of iodine to the} 


commonly observed. 
patches works well in some cases. 


Dr. Lichty has used nitrate of silver locally, but | 
Had used yeast water with | 


cannot recommend it. 
very favorable results, but now regards milk punch 
one of the best remedies. 


Dr. Eaton had seen three cases of diphtheria in | 


children aged 3, 7 and Io years respectively. The 


hygienic surroundings were not good. 


In the first and second cases there was great | 
prostration, and the fauces were well covered with | 


the exudate. Applied a 95 per cent solution of 
carbolic acid, and ordered a wash of chlorate of 
potash and tincture ferri mur., with as much nour- 
ishment as possible. Both recovered quickly. The 
second was attacked one week after the first. 

In the third case quinine had been given in an- 
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Good Health. The March number of Good 
Health comes to our table, well filled as usual with 
articles on a variety of topics of general and special 
interest. If health is wealth, the opportunities for 
enriching one’s self by perusing this valuable jour- 
nal are abundant. Its articles are timely and prac- 
tical, and no one can fail to find something in its 
pages of great value. It is published at Battle 
Sample copies are 


Creek, Mich., at $1.00 year. 
sent free. 


Address of W. O. Daniels, M. D., President of 
the Medical Association of Georgia, 1878.—This 
is a pamphlet of eight pages, and with the excep- 
tion of an appeal to the association to petition the 
legislature for a larger and sufficient appropriation 
so as to make their State board of health a success, 
is mainly devoted to matters of purely local inter- 
est to the profession of Georgia. 





of Societies. 


ticipation of theattack. Thelocal symptoms were 
not so bad as in either of the other cases. The 
patches were quite small; the breath was very of- 
fensive, and the patient died on the fourth day. 

Dr. Davenport. Sixteen years ago many cases 
of diphthetia were reported. He saw two cases 
where the exudate was pendulous and about the 
size of a grain of wheat. Tannic acid gave very 
favorable results, 

Dr. Gustin. In mild cases of diphtheria very 
little is required, except for the sequela, which 
should be as carefully watched as in mild cases ‘of 
scarlatina. 

Dr. Brodie. Diphtheria was quite prevalent in 
1861-2. Conditions somewhat similar to those 
which produce typhoid fever may induce the disease. 
The treatment should be soothing and supporting. 
Cleanse the bowels well—a little tartar emetic 
with the cathartic is often useful—apply emollients 
externally, and give quinine and iron as tonics, but 
not in large doses. He is not very much in favor 
of gargles. ; 

He thinks the type of diseases is changing. 
Many years ago ague was the prevailing disease. 
then came the sthenic diseases. About 25 years 
ago the asthenic diseases appeared, and are now 
giying place to the sthenic again. Physicians 
would consult their own interests by becoming 

| familiar with the lancet. 
W. H. RousE, M. D., 
Secretary. 


STATED MEETING. 


DETROIT, February 1, 1877. 


Dr. Kaiser presented a child aged two years. It 
was well till 9 months, when it suffered from a 
high fever and much cough, with occasionally short 
|sharp cries. Trouble supposed to arise from 
teething. It began to improve on the third day, 
and slowly recovered, except the left leg, which 
it was unable to move. This limb is now much 
| atrophied. 

Dr. Lichty read a paper on rheumatism. He 
regards this as a constitutional disease with a spe- 
cific inflammation, especially of the fibrous tissue. 
The so-called muscular, gonorrhoeal and syphilitic 
rheumatism should not be classed with this disease. 
Rheumatism seldom causes death, except from 
injury to some internal organ, asthe heart. There 
is an excess of fibrin in the blood. Its cause 1s 
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some morbific agent in the blood and hereditary 
diathesis. Cold only acts as an exciting cause. 


Treatment.—High and even temperature of the | 
room; woolen blankets, no cotton should touch the | 
patient ; local but never general depletion ; potas. 
bicarb. grs. xx ad. grs. xxx every one to three | 


hours ; decoction of poppy seeds and sodz bicatrb., 
fomentations ; perfect rest; and opium to ease pain. 

He has used salicylic acid with marked benefit— 
the patients recovering in much less time than un- 
der the ordinary treatment. 

He quoted the results of the benefits of blankets 
from Dr. Chamber’s experiments, as follows: In 
63 cases without blankets, six had pericarditis, 
three a relapse of pericarditis, one endocarditis, and 
four died. In 184 cases with blankets, one had a 
relapse of pericarditis, five endocarditis, one relapse 
of endocarditis, none died. 

Dr. Mulheron. The high temperature of the 
room may increase the temperature of the body 
and thereby endanger heart complications. A 
splint—starch or plaster—gives great relief by 
guarding against movements. 

He has treated three cases of rheumatism with 
salicylic acid. The first patient was subject to the 
disease and was treated four weeks by another 
physician and one week by himself—five weeks in 
all—before recovery. From the next attack the 
patient recovered in three weeks under the alkaline 
treatment; from the third attack in three days, on 
salicylic acid, grs. v, every two hours. The other 
two cases were equally favorable. 

Dr. Richards had used salicin for acute articular 
rheumatism, in five to ten grs. doses, without ben- 
efit. 

Dr. Snow has used salicylic acid in a number of 
cases of acute rheumatism with the most favorable 
results. In one case he gave it in doses of grs. x 
ad. xv. The pain subsided, but the head symptoms 
—similar to those induced by large doses of quinine 
—were so severe that the medicine was discon- 
tinued, when the pain again returned. Similar 
doses stopped the pain, but caused the head symp- 
toms as before, when smaller doses completed the 
cure without further trouble. 

Dr. Borrowman has given the acid in doses of 
grs.v ad grs. xx, every two hours, without ob- 
servable effect. 

Dr. Kaiser usually gave five grs. each of salicin 
and potas. nit. dissolved in glycerine. ‘Tinct. aco- 
nite three parts and tinct. opium one part, is an 
excellent local application. 


Dr. Leonard. Salicylic acid may be good in ma- | 


larial cases. 

Dr. Lyster. Favors the warm room, and does 
not think it increases the temperature of the patient 
suffering from rheumatism. He generally uses 
the following : 


R. 


Tr. colchici sem., 3 v. 


Zss. 
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Potas. iodidi 
Tr. quassiz, 3 iijss. 
Syr. sarsaparilla, % iv. 

M. Ft.sol. S. Two teaspoonfuls. 

Gave morphine to ease pain, and used locally 
cloths out of hot alkaline water, covered with 
oiled silk, or simply envelope the part in cotton 
batting. 

Dr. Rouse prefers quinine to salicin in malarial 
districts. 

Dr. Gustin presented a portion of the vertebral 
column of a lady who had suffered from cancer 
(supposed), of the right breast. The breast was 
removed by means of plasters, about two years 
ago. Her health was then good, till about ten 
months ago, when she complained of feeling very 
tired. She thought a few hours rest would give 


complete relief, but neither rest nor relief could be 

|obtained. In about two weeks she fell to the 
floor and was carried to her bed. There was para- 
lysis of the lower extremities, torpid bowels, ina- 
bility to urinate, and hyperesthesia of the body, 
but no fever. Her physicians—-homoeopathic— 
called the ailment “ gastric fever,” had given her, 
besides other treatment, about two grains of mor- 
phine daily to ease pain, and required her to sit 
up every day, thereby causing great suffering. 

Dr. G. first saw this patient on July 12, 1876, 
when the hyperesthesia of the body was too in- 
tense to permit a proper examination. There was 
a slight tumor on the back, paralysis of the lower 
extremities, constipated bowels, inability to urinate, 
no fever, weakness of the action of the heart, and 
a sore—not a bed-sore—over the coccyx, which had 
been there about three months. When this sore 
healed another appeared over the sacrum. Circula- 
tion and temperature normal. The family history 
inclines to cancer. 

She was placed on expectant treatment, kept in 
bed and moved by assistants. The back was sup- 
ported by plasters. 

Diagnosis: Cancer or caries of the spine; pos- 
sibly inflammation of the cord. 

Prognosis, unfavorable. 7 

The diagnosis and prognosis were concurred in 
by Drs. Book and Lyster, but not by Dr. Buck- 
ham, of Flint. 

Towards the last very large doses of morphine 
and atropine were given hypodermically, and 
finally chloroform and ether by inhalation, to ease 
the intense pain. 

Post-mortem about thirty hours after death : 
Lungs slightly congested—hypostatic; heart nor- 
mal but scarcely of average size; liver full of can- 
cerous deposits—examined microscopically by Drs. 
Lyster and Leonard; right kidney normal; left 
kidney contained a calculus and pus; _ right 
ovary bound by old adhesions, the left ovary, womb 
and spleen, normal; the head was not examined ; 
the cord at the seventh dorsal vertebra was soft- 
ened—at the eighth and ninth hardened ; and the 
seventh, eighth and ninth dorsal vertebrz were very 
much diseased. 

Dr. Gustin also presented some cervical vertebrz 
showing a fracture caused by falling from a ham- 
mock swing. W. H. ROUSE, M. D., 

Secretary. 


STATED MEETING. 
DETROIT, February 15th, 1879. 


Dr. 1. S. Smith. About eight months ago a 
Frenchman, aged 65 years, reported that at times he 
lost consciousness and fell suddenly, but in a short 
time recovered so as to attend business as usual. 
Some time after this a tumor appeared on the right 
side of the head. It was opened and cauterized. 
The cut surface had a cancerous appearance. Par- 
tial hemiplegia of the right side—that in which 
the tumor was situated—soon followed. The pa- 
tient died, but no Aost-mortem was permitted ex- 
cept in regard to the tumor, at the location of 
which was found a hole through the skull large 
enough to passa pea. The disease probably origi- 
nated in the brain. This man’s radial and carotid 
arteries seemed like bony ridges. 

Dr. Brodie. The French are quite liable to car- 
tilaginous hardening of the arteries, which causes 
them to feel like trachea. Few Frenchmen of 
sixty are free from this hardening. 

Dr. Rouse reported two cases of dislocation of 
the elbow in children aged four and six respec- 
tively. The first fell from a chair, the second from 
a sofa, to a carpeted floor. These occurred in the 
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same family within a few weeks of each other, and 
are remarkable on account of the slight cause. 

Dr. Leonard reported a case of roseola, with 
high fever, which suddenly subsided, a rash appear- 
ing first on the arms and then on the body, be- 
tween measles and scarlet fever in appearance, and 
a sore throat. The child has had scarlatina. In 
two weeks seven members of this family had high 
fever and sore throat, but no rash. 

W. H. ROUSE, M. D., 
Secretary. 
STATED MEETING. 


DETROIT, March Ist, 1879. 


Dr. Leonard reported a case in which a man had 
received injuries of the head two weeks previous. 
The eyes were swollen and bloodshot ; severe head- 
ache; temperature normal, but head felt hot; pulse 
50. Free catharsis, bromide of potassium and 
chloral ordered. Continued getting worse. On 
the third day, pulse 140; respiration 48, uncon- 
scious, left hand cold, pupils normal but no paraly- 
sis. The next day there was but little change, but 
on following day pulse 130, respiration 36, temper- 
ature 101° F, Still failing, and on following day 
died. 

Dr. Brodie. There was probably an abscess. 

Dr. Mulheron reported a case of scarlatina with 
temperature 1044 ° F., and pulse 155. Placed the 
patient in tepid bath, and added cold water till the 
child’s body felt cool. Gave liq. ammoniz acetat. 
and ammoniz carb, The next day the treatment 
continued, but the following day the pulse being 
120 and the temperature 101 4° F., the baths were 
discontinued. On the next day the pulse 90 and 
temperature 99° F. 

Dr. M. also reported a young man aged 20 years, 
had diarrhoea, rose-colored spots on abdomen, 
morning temperature 104.5° F., evening, 105.5° F. 
After about one week quinine reduced the tem- 
perature to 99.5° F. On the following day with- 
out observable cause the temperature was 103% ° 
F. Thenext day with temperature, morning 104 4° 
F., evening 106° F., the patient was comatose and 
his fauces and vicinity covered with diphtheritic 
membrane. Applied salicylic acid, and gave qui- 
nine, potas. chloras and tinct. ferri mur. The pa- 
tient recovered. The case illustrates the value of 
the thermometer in indicating trouble before it 
could be detected by other means. 

Dr. Davenport reported a case in which a young 
lady aged 17 years was suffering from intense 
hyperesthesia, pain in the muscles and bones, 
worse at night, and great despondency. She has 
suffered one month. The uterine functions are 
normal. Gave potas. bromide and chloral hyd. 
without benefit, 

Some of the members thought this a case of 
rheumatism, but others that it arose from pressure 
on the spinal cord. 

Dr. I.S. Smith reported a case of imperforate 
anus, in which the tissue was quite thin, and being 
opened the child was healed. He has seen two 

other cases, but both died. 
W. H. ROusE, M. D., 
Secretary. 


STATED MEETING. 
DETROIT, March 15th, 1879. 


Dr. Borrowman presented a patient aged 15 
years, who, eight years ago, sustained a fracture of 
one of the bones of the right forearm, and disloca- 
tion of the elbow on the same side. There is no 
shortening but deficient power in flexing. Cir- 
cumference around biceps half an inch less; around 


The radius is displaced forwards. There is con- 
siderable pain at times. Both fracture and dislo- 
cation were recognized by attending surgeons, and 
the arm was retained constantly in the dressing for 
about four weeks without inspection. As there 
was freedom of motion, and a comparatively use- 
ful limb, no operative procedure was _ recom- 
mended. 

The conclusions deduced from the discussion of 
this case were as follows: 

I. The party injured, or his friends, should 
share the responsibility with the surgeon, and thus 
avoid suits at law. 

2. Surgeons should refuse to attend or be re- 
sponsibie for results in all cases where they are not 
permitted to follow their own judgment in treat- 
ment. 

3. Surgeons should be guarded in their prom- 
ises, and remember the witnesses present. 

4. Injuries, and especially of the joints, should 
‘not be placed in permanent dressings without in- 
spection from time totime to see that they are pro- 
gressing favorably. 

5. Physicians, as witnesses, should testify to 
facts, and leave the scientific points involved to ex- 
perts, who should be especially summoned by the 
court. 

6. Text-books should not be given as authority; 
they are seldom up to the times, and often contain 
statements which, in the hands of skillful lawyers, 
may cause great annoyance, with no corresponding 
benefit. 

7. In suits for malpractice, the jury and public 
sentiment will give the benefit of doubt to the pa- 
tient, and therefore the profession should stand by 
its members. 

W. H. Rousk, M. D., 


Secretary. 


STATED MEETING. 
DETROIT, April 5th, 1879. 


Dr. Klein gave a description of a disease which 
commenced at the Mansion House, Chicago, about 
six weeks ago. There have been thirty cases, with 
three deaths, at this house. No similar cases have 
been reported in the neighborhood. The patients 
usually complain of lassitude, myalgia and head- 
ache for several days, then comes a chill, followed 
by high fever, rapid pulse, high temperature, rest- 
lessness and looseness of the bowels, but neither 
eruption norsordes. The patients are usually semi- 
comatose or comatose. 

A lady, having the premonitory symptoms sev- 
eral days, took a long walk in the morning, as was 
her custom. She became so ill that she could 
scarcely get home; had a very long and severe 
chill; could scarcely get her warm, followed by 
fever. She was very restless, semi-comatose for 
seven days, then comatose, and died very quietly 
on the fourteenth day. Four days before death 
back became quite rigid. The temperature was 
104 to 107 degrees Fahrenheit. Pulse 120 to 160, 
and the discharges involuntary. The last two days 
she could not swallow. 

The treatment was similar to that for typhoid 
fever. Flannels, out of hot milk, were applied to 
the body of the ladya little before death, with tem- 
porary benefit. 

For some time before the outbreak of this fever, 
and during its centinuance, a very disagreeable 
odor was noticeable in the house. After much 
delay and many surmises as to the cause of the 
odor, and of the disease, the sewers were opened, 
and found to be clogged, so that the sewer gases 
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numerous waste pipes, which do not seem to have 
been duly provided with suitable stench-traps. 

Drs. Brodie, Gustin and Richards reported cases 
analogous to those at the Mansion House. It ap- 
pears that the sewer between Jefferson avenue, 
Larned street, and Brush and St. Antoine streets, in 
this city, is defective, and several cases of fever— 
blood-poisoning—have occurred in that vicinity, 
due probably to such defect. 

Dr. Gustin attended a patient who had diph- 
theria in January, intermittent fever in February, 
chicken pox in March, and scarlatina now, in April. 

W. H. ROwUSE, M. D., 
Secretary. 


STATED MEETING. 
DETROIT, April 19, 1878. 


Dr. Leonard reported a case where a boy aged 
three months had a supernumerary tongue, about 
half an inch long. 

Dr. Book was treating a man, aged twenty- 
six years, who has had a mania for sweetened 
food—pound cake being his favorite—for about 
two years. His appetite is good. He will eat 
enormous quantities of sweet cake, vomit it and 
then eat more; yet, on one occasion, he fasted 
three days rather than partake of anything but 
sweet food. He is very nervous, pale, and of 
dropsical appearance. His tongue is red and but 
slightly coated ; urine free, saccharine, and of high 
specific gravity ; bowels regular, weight increasing, 
and mind despondent. Tartar emetic, bromide of 
potassium and other remedies do not produce satis- 
factory results. 

Dr. Klein saw a girl, aged 12 years, in Canada, 
some time ago, who had always lived on sweetened 
milk. She was remarkably fine, plump, healthy 
and strong. 

Dr. Mulheron reported a case of purpura hem- 
orrhagica, in which the large and well-defined 
spots resembled somewhat the stains caused by the 
repeated application of tinct. iodine. Post-mortem : 
the areolar and adipose tissues were soft, friable 
and infiltrated with bloody serum. The internal 
organs had a beautiful appearance, closely resem- 
bling wax-work. This child lived on the ground 
floor, but the surroundings were good. 

Dr. Borrowman was attending a lady in the 
eighth month of gestation, for protrusion of the 
bladder. The child is very low, and the bladder 
can be replaced after the woman has been in the 
recumbent position for some time. ‘The urine has 
to be removed with the catheter. 

Dr. Brodie. In 1858 a woman in St. Mary’s 
Hospital, after a drunken debauch, was supposed 
to be in labor at full time. Nearly a pail of water 
was drawn off, but the woman died the next day. 

Dr. Lyster. A girl, aged fourteen years, about 
four weeks ago, while masturbating, passed a lead 
pencil, 5% inches long, into the bladder, as she 
supposed. There were considerable pain and 
some fever. Gave quinine sulph. grs. xxiv, the 
day before operating. Failing to remove the pen- 
cil either through the bladder or vagina, an inci- 
sion two to three inches long was made in the ab- 
domen, through which it was removed without 
much difficulty. The sharpened end was directed 
upwards towards the liver. The girl soon recov- 
ered, without peritonitis or other unfavorable 
symptoms. The pencil probably passed through 
the vagina in front of the womb. Deaths have 
been reported from instruments being introduced 
to induce abortion. 

W. H. ROusE, M. D., 
Secretary. 





STATED MEETING. 
DETROIT, May 3, 1877. 


Dr. Lyster presented a tumor—adenoma—re- 
moved from the breast of a lady aged 22 years. A 
tumor, probably similar, was removed from the 
other breast, some time ago. They probably com- 
menced about puberty, and caused but little 
trouble. 

W. H. ROUSE, M. D., 
Secretary. 


STATED MEETING. 
DETROIT, May 17, 1878. 


Dr. Leonard read a paper on psoitis, in which 
he reported two cases, one ina child of three years, 
and the other eight and a half years. These cases 
often are, but should not be mistaken for morbus 
coxarius. 

Dr. Rouse. A man aged 33 years, married, and 
anative of New York, took cold about three years 
ago. He coughed, but took but little notice of it 
till two years ago, when he had congestion of the 
lungs, which confined him to bed for three weeks, 
and left him with bad cough and shortness of 
breath. About a year ago, he had a very severe 
pain under his shoulder blade, as if something had 
ruptured. He went tothe Rochester City Hospital, 
under the care of Dr. Stoddard, who opened the 
right side, drew off a considerable quantity of 
matter, .and inserted an India rubber drainage 
tube. This gave much relief, and the patient came 
to Detroit about the 1st of August, 1876, and died 
on the 6th of the following March. Sustaining 
treatment was used, and the cavity washed one to 
three times a day with antiseptic lotions. 

Post-mortem was eighteen hours after death. 
The body was very much emaciated. The tube 
was in the most dependent part of the pleural cavity, 
and the right lung compressed into very small 
space along the spinal column, and very hard and 
firm, and contained a few tubercles. The cavity 
was from eight to ten times the size of the lung. 
The left lung was tuberculous, with very little that 
could be of service in respiration. The heart was 
large, but healthy ; the liver was large, inflamed, 
and infiltrated with fatty matter. 

Dr. Mulheron attended a case of shoulder presen- 
tation in a woman, having a broad and _ shallow 
pelvis. Eleven months previous to this, the same 
woman had been delivered of a dead child, also a 
shoulder presentation. Placed the woman in the 
knee-elbow position, to rectify the presentation, 
when, due precaution not being taken, the child 
spontaneously changed to a footling, and was so 
delivered. 

W. H. ROUSE, M. D., 
Secretary. 


STATED MEETING. 
DETROIT, Sept. 6, 1877. 


Dr. Brodie called attention to the peculiar type 
of the fever which is now somewhat prevalent in 
this city. Itis called typhoid by many, but he 
regards it a nervous malarial fever. The fever 
continues three or four weeks; the bowels are al- 
ternately relaxed and constipated ; the tongue red, 
congested, but moist; many are delirious, and 
quite a number die. The fever remits, but quinine 
seems to do harm, till about the third or fourth 
week. Stimulants are well borne. No Zost- 
mortem has been reported. 

W. H. ROUSE, M. D., 
Secretary. 
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Clippings. 


COUGH MIXTURE.—J. Milner Fothergill says 
hydrobromic acid, with spirit of chloroform and 
syrup of squill—and if the case be that of a very 
agreeable lady, and a favorite patient, a few drops 


of spirit of nutmeg be added—constitutes an ex- | 


cellent and palatable cough medicine.—Louzsville 
Medical News. 


BRYONIA AND DROSERA IN WHOOPING- 
CouGH.—During the catarrhal stage, give the tinc- 
ture of bryonia (f3ss daily to a child aged 7 
years). During the spasmodic stage, give tincture 


of drosera (same dose for equal age). Under the, 


action of the latter, the disease very rapidly sub- 
sides. So says M. Louvet Lamare in L’Anée 
Médicale. 

A NEw QUINIA SALT.—Mr. Drygin, of Kutais, 
Russia (Mew Remedies, November), has discov- 
ered a new compound of quinia, which is readily 
soluble in water, and is well suited for hypodermic 
injections. It is a double Aydrochlorate of guinia 
and urea. Its price is about the same as quinia 
hydrochlorate. At ordinary temperatures it is sol- 
uble in its own weight of water. 

CONSTIPATION AND DyspEpsiA.—Find no 
remedies better or equal to the following in these 
complaints : 

BR. FI. ext. berberis aquifolium. 

Fl. ext. rhamnus purshiana, aa. 3 iv. 


Glycerine, 3 ij. 


M. Sig.—Teaspoonful after each meal and at | 


bed time. 

So far in these troubles this preparation has been 
as reliable to cure, as greenbacks are to pay debts. 
—Physio-Medical Fournal. 


PILOCARPIN AS AN ABORTIFACIENT.—A late 
number of the Adlgemeine Med. Central Zei- 
tung quotes four cases recently reported by various 
observers, where the hypodermic use of pilocarpin 
in pregnant women led to abortion. One case was 
four months gone, and aborted after the ninth in- 
jection. This should be an important caution 
against using this agent, which is growing in popu- 
larity, in pregnant women. As to whether it will 
prove of service in cases where the production of 
abortion is indicated for legitimate reasons, no ob- 
servations have been reported.—Med. and Surg. 
Reporter. 

We were much astonished when we read Dr. 
Gibbons’s article in the October number of the Pa- 
cific. As to the source from whence Messrs. 
Parke, Davis & Co. received their information of 
the value of these remedies we care not a straw. 
If they are old remedies under new names, it is 
certain that they are new to the great majority of 
the profession, and in proportion to their value the 
profession are indebted to the introducers. Our 
own experience has taught that cascara sagrada, 
grindelia squarrosa and yerba santa are valuable 
remedies.—S?¢. Lous Med. and Surg. Fournal. 


NARCOTIC ACTION oF IODOFORM.—Dr. Ober- 
lander reportsS two cases, females, suffering from 
inveterate syphilis, in whom severe narcotic symp- 
toms followed the internal administration of iodo- 
form. 

The first patient had absorbed 42 grammes (650 
grains) in eighty days by pills containing one centi- 


! 


| gram each. She then experienced feebleness, ver. 
| tigo and double vision, and after two days fell into 
a profound sleep of 36 hours, which was followed 
| by a state of exaltation, with violent headache, 
| busy delirium, and disordered speech. After a 
| period of feebleness and shuffling gait, she was 
| again seized with vertigo, headache and double 
vision. 

In the second case, the toxic effects appeared 
earlier. The patient, a woman of 69, presented 


| the phenomena of intoxication seven days after the 


beginning of the internal use of iodoform, which 
never exceeded 5 grammes. The sleep continued 
throughout five days, leaving behind it a sense of 
offensiveness and of vertigo, which persisted many 
weeks. 

These observations confirm the experiences of 
Binz upon the narcotic action of iodoform.— 


Deutsche Zeitschrift f. prak. Med., No. 37, 1878. 


THE FORMS OF ANTAGONISM IN DRUGS.—The 
antagonistic action of different remedial agents 
has attracted considerable attention lately. Dr, 
Fothergill’s little work on the subject is fresh, and 
has served to whet the interest of reading men. 
The same subject is treated by M. J. L. Prevost, 
in the Archives de Physiol. Normale et Pathol, 
chiefly in relation to the antagonistic properties of 
atropin to muscarin. The author proceeds to 
show that there are the following kinds of antag- 
onisms: a. True antagonism, occurring in cases 
in which two poisons act in opposite ways upon 
one and the same anatomical element, as, for in- 





stance, by exciting or paralyzing a nervous element; 


|4. False antagonism, when the poisonous symp- 


|toms are suppressed by making use of an agent 
| which renders the manifestation of the symptoms 
impossible ; this occurs after the injection of cura- 
ra, in a case of strychnia poisoning ; for the curara, 
paralyzing the motor or efferent nerves, prevents 
the appearance of tetanus caused by strychnia. 
Another example of false antagonism is, when two 
poisons act upon two different parts of a compli- 
cated organ; as is the case when atropin and 
physostigmin are applied successively to the eye.— 
Med. and Surg. Rep. 


TREATMENT OF THE ALBUMINURIA OF PREG- 
NANCY BY JABORANDI.—Dr. Langlet, of Rheims, 
publishes an elaborate account of a case of albu- 
minuria during pregnancy, which he has treated 
successfully by the administration of jaborandi. 
The patient, three months advanced in pregnancy, 
showed the ordinary symptoms of albuminuria. 
The action of the jaborandi on the salivary glands 
became apparent on the day of administration. 
The patient took the drug continuously for a period 
of sixteen days, during which time the oedema dis- 
appeared, and the general symptoms were im- 
proved. The albumen was likewise lessened to 
such an extent that not the slightest trace could 
finally be detected, and the lying-in occurred under 
the most favorable circumstances. Dr. Langlet 
has noticed that the administration of the jaborandi 
caused an increase in the urinary secretion, and 
this coincides with a somewhat similar observation 
of M. Rendu, who found that ina case of acute 
nephritis the drug caused polyuria. On the fif- 
teenth day of the administration of the drug, 
hematuria occurred so as to give the urine a disa- 
greeable odor and a bright red color. This acci- 
dent, which did not retard the recovery, is to be 
attributed to the excessive work imposed upon the 
kidney by the increased secretion, leading to con- 
gestion, and the congestion to actual hemorrhage. 





—Union Médicale du Nord-Est, No. 6. 
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J. H. BUNDY, M. D., OF OAKLAND, CAL.— 
Lately we have noticed some indirect and some 
rather personal attacks, by medical journals, upon 
Dr. Bundy, which we regard as being not only un- | 
fair, but cruel in the extreme. Because Dr. Bundy 
has been more enterprising and industrious than | 
others, and has been so fortunate as to be able to} 
offer the profession some valuable new remedies, | 
with carefully recorded clinical observations veri- | 
fying their virtues, nobody should be so selfish and | 
jealous as to accuse him of professional dishonesty, 
and that without a shadow of evidence. 

We know Dr. Bundy, personally, and know him 
to be a man of intelligence, education, enterprise ; 
and we know of no man in any branch of the pro- 
fession, whom we consider more reliable, in every 
regard, than Dr. Bundy. 

Neither does Dr. Bundy know anything of what 
we are writing; and what we say is more particu- 


larly for the satisfaction of those of our readers | 


who may read after him, and who may chance to 
see some remarks derogatory to him. Depend 
upon it, if Dr. Bundy writes anything, he must 
have the utmost confidence that what he writes 
will result just as he suggests. 
those long-article men who dwells upon theories, 
but he is eminently practical.— Amerzcan Medical 
Journal. 

HOW ARE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE PREMATURE- 
LY BALD.—Loss of hair is not a result of early 
piety, but the result of a loss of nervo-vital force 
from causes that abound in society—nervous dis- 
eases and the like. Comparatively few cases are 
due to increased sebaceous secretion, with its per- 
verted nutrition, chemical change of secretion, 
pitryasis or dandruff, atrophy of the hair bulb. | 
The alopecia due to fevers and nervous exhaustion 
is a direct marasmus. 

The success of treatment of all cases of baldness 
depends upon the point whether the matrix of the 
hair is destroyed; whether the nervous or blood 
disease can be eradicated. Of all remedies there 
are none so valuable as the vitalized hypophos- 
phates, with general attention to the case. 

The success of a cure often depends on local 
measures—on agents which mildly and thorough- 
ly cleanse the scalp. The best medicinal agent 
that I have met with is the quillaya saponaria—the 
soap tree bark—prepared by Parke, Davis & Co., | 
Detroit, Michigan. This remedy is extensively | 
used by all dermatologists. It contains an excess 
of alkali, which saponifies the fatty matter of the 
sebaceous secretion, and is easily removed. This 
remedy not only removes the scales, but exercises 
an excellent tonic influence on the scalp. Its ac- 
tion is essential. 

The use of the soap tree bark every morning as 
a shampoo, with active manipulation with the fin- 
gers until a copious lather is produced, and then 
wash off by the use of cold and warm water alter- 
nately, followed by gentle friction; then the use of 
the following as a hair or scalp tonic : 

R. Bay rum, O ij. 

Tinct. lobelia. 

Tinct. sanguinaria canadensis, aa.  j. 
Tinct. cantharides, 3 ij. 

Boracis, 3 ss.—Mix. 


In answer to our interrogation, intense nervous 
exhaustion is a cause of premature baldness.— 
Eclectic Medical Fournal. 


SOME OF OUR NEW REMEDIES.—There is cer- 
tainly much room for re-study and better acquain- 
tance with the older materia medica, and impera- 
tive need for thorough testings of a large number 


He is not one of | 





of newer introductions. 


So long as the profession lacks positive knowl- 
edge of the real intrinsic qualities and medical 
properties of their administrations, so long will 
therapeutic inefficiency be the bane of professional 
worth. 

Among the later introductions I would give 
honorable mention to the yerba reuma in laryngeal, 
pharyngeal and pulmonary congestions; enfeebled 
capillary circulation and engorgements. 

Cascara sagrada has established itself in confi- 
dence as a stimulant to the peristaltic action of the 
intestines, and to overcome habitual constipation, 
without excitation, irritation or debilitating effects 


| of any concurring organs. 


Cereus bonplandii has now been before the pro- 
fession quite long enough to gain an enviable repu- 
tation as areal nerve sedative, loco-motor tran- 
quilizer. It certainly possesses some valuable phy- 
siological properties as an independent vegetable 
product, and readily imparts the same to the animal 
tissues, in cases of hyperemia of the cerebro- 
spinal axis. 

The drosera has not disappointed expectation as 
areal antispasmodic. Though not a substitute 
for the cinchona alkaloids, yet it possesses a strong 
anti-spasmodic property peculiarly its own, and as 
decidedly advantageous to the remedial armamen- 
tarium as other of the so-called specifics. It is areal 
curative agent, reaching into the domains of force 
applicabilities, and there harmonizing such pertur- 
bances as affect the pneumogastric in particular, 
reaching with direct certainty singultus, spasm of 


| the glottis, bronchial irritations, etc. 


Jaborandi well supports its reputation as a gen- 
eral, mild and efficient diaphoretic and stimulant. 

All of these remedies in tinct. or fl. ext. may be 
administered in ext. of malt, for a vehicle, and 


| when pure, are excellent remedies in their respec- 


tive range of applications.—S?7. Louds Eclectic 
Medical Fournal. 

VIBURNUM PRUNIFOLIUM IN THREATENED 
ABORTION AND IN MENORRHAGIA.—I send you 
a report of two cases in which tincture viburnum 
was used with success; you can publish same if you 
deem it necessary : 

Case Ist. On September 23d, 1878, I was sum- 
moned in haste to see Morilla , a colored wo- 
man about 32 years old, who had received a wound 
from a fall. On reaching her home I learned that 
patient, while attempting to replace a rope in a 
well whirl, had fallen from the well upon the sharp- 
ragged edge of a rail which was driven in the 
ground near by, with one end protruding, making 
a wound about five inches long, just above pubes, 
penetrating as far as the muscles of the abdomen. 
The woman being somewhat advanced in preg- 
nancy, the fall brought on strong labor pains. 
After dressing the wound with ligature and adhe- 
sive strips, I made examination per vaginam, found 
the os considerably dilated, pains continuing reg- 
ularly. I gave her: 

Tinct. viburnum, 2 j, 
Water. 3j; 


with direction to take the same quantity if the 
pains did not cease in one hour. Calling two or 
three hours after, 1 found the patient resting very 
quietly, with pains relieved. Woman recovered, 
and will soon be confined. 

Case 2d. The next case was a case of menor- 
rhagia (excessive menstruation), in which the va- 
rious preparations of iron, ergot, etc., were used 
without relief. I finally put patient on a teaspoon- 
ful tinct. viburnum, beginning with the medicine 
two days before her period. Flow was consider- 
ably diminished. Ordered her to repeat same at 
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her next period, which she did with marked relief. 
Patient was a married woman; had been married 
two years; nochildren. After taking the viburnum 
a second time she became pregnant and _ will soon 
have reached full term. 

The medicine acts, no doubt, as a uterine seda- 
tive, but I cannot explain the action. I would be 
very glad if I could see something in reference to 
it in your valuable journal.—D. B. Nisbet, M. D., 
of Georgia, fn Southern Medical Record. 





CASCARA SAGRADA.—In the October (1878) 
number of the Pacific Medical and Surgical 
Fournal, Dr. W. P. Gibbons reflected seriously up- 
on some new remedies which have lately been of- 
fered to the profession. He evidently intended to 
convey the oe that these articles, promi- 
nent among which is cascara sagrada, were of but 
little or no therapeutic value. In the January 
(1879) number of the same journal, its editor, Dr. 
Henry Gibbons practically contradicts the intent of 
the article of his brother. It will be seen that Dr. 
Henry Gibbons here acknowledges that “several 
of the plants in question are really valuable.” 
This is all that the profession cares to know. We 
do not care who introduced the drug nor whether 
it was used by the Mexicans in the time of the 
Montezumas or not. If a dwarf of Central Africa 
should make known to us some medicinal plant, 
the use of which would stay the ravages of the 
plague, we should not hesitate to use it. To our 
minds it would be wise to accept good from any 
source. How long before we, as a profession, will 
rise above the petty jealousies of children ?— 
V.C. V., in Physician and Surgeon. 





HEMP-SMOKING IN TETANUS.—Mr. Khastagir 
has successfully treated five cases of traumatic 
tetanus under the effect of ganja (hemp) smoking. 
Hemp-smoking has been long known as a remedy 
in cases of tetanus, but it has lately fallen into dis- 
repute, owing, as Mr. Khastagir supposes, to the 
use of the Indian hemp by the stomach instead of 
by smoking; from the insufficiency of the number 
of doses ordered, since the effect wears off in the 
interval; or from the drug being used as an auxil- 
iary to some more potent remedy, in which case its 
effect is unnoticed. It is therefore proposed to ad- 
minister the ganja by causing an attendant to keep 
a smoking-pipe ready near the patient, charged 
with about 15 grains of the dried leaves, either 
alone or mixed with twice the amount of dried to- 
bacco leaves. On every re-appearance of a clonic 
spasm, the patient is made to smoke the pipe till 
the leaves are burnt to ashes, on which the muscles 
of the body instantly relax, the patient shuts his 
eyes and apparently falls asleep. The attendant 
again changes the pipe with dried ganja leaves, and 
watches the patient for the advent of the next spasm 
to again make him smoke the ganja. In this way 
the drug has been administered day and night un- 
interruptedly, during which the irritation of the 
nervous system slowly, but steadily, yielded to the 
effect of the drug. The longest time which the 
hemp takes to cure the disease has—according to 
the author’s observations—been six weeks, the 
shortest seven days. The only auxiliary medicine 
that need be used in the course of the treatment, 
is an occasional dose of purgative mixture by the 
mouth, or enema by the rectum to relieve constipa- 
tion. In one case a dose of hydrated chloral was 
required to be given at night to produce sleep. 
Milk and soup are the only nutriments which the 
patient can or should take, until he is able to mas- 
ticate or swallow solid food, without giving occa- 
sion to fresh attacks of clonic spasms. The ganja 














smoking has the advantage over the ordinary 
methods of treatment by Calabar bean, belladonna, 
etc., inasmuch as its use is self-regulating and 
the attendant at once knows when enough has 
been given, whilst the recurrence of the spasm 
shows that a fresh dose is required. The drug, 
however, cannot be administered in this way to 
children, who either can not or will not smoke, 
Hence it is of no value in tetanus or trismus of 
new-born children.— The Jndian Med. Gazette, 
Aug., 1878. 

THE THERAPEUTIC EFFECTS OF BRYONY, 
DROSERA, GELSEMIUM SEMPERVIRENS AND 
CAYAPONA GLOBULOSA.— Dr. Louvet-Lamare 
has published in the Année Médicale de Caen 
(June, 1878) some interesting observations on the 
effects of bryony and drosera in whooping-cough. 
In the first stage of disease he administers tincture 
of bryony, in daily doses of fifteen minims, to chil- 
dren aged seven years; and states that it very 
quickly diminishes the bronchitis, stimulates the 
appetite, and does not create nausea. This plant 
seems to possess astringent properties, as is shown 
in the remark made by Barbier in his Materia 
Medica, vol. iii, where he says the peasant women 
are in the habit of taking, during some days, 
enemata made from the roots of bryony, when 
they cease to nurse their babies, and wish to pre- 
vent the secretion of milk in the mamme. 

Drosera has proved very efficient when whoop- 
ing cough has reached the paroxysmal stage. It 
was also employed formerly against dropsy and 
disease of the lungs, and is said to have been used 
with apparent success in phthisis. 

Gelsemium sempervirens is a very powerful sed- 
ative in cases of neuralgia, especially if the latter 
be not complicated by local congestions. It is 
very efficient in neuralgia in the upper parts of the 
body, but loses some of its power in the lower 
part of the latter. £. g., neuralgias of the face 
and teeth are speedily removed by it; then 
follow, classed as to the power of resistin 
the power of the drug, neuralgia of the brachial 
plexus, of the intercostal, ilio-lumbar, crural, 
and ischiatic nerves. It has also been used, 
with great success in hemicrania. Gelsemium 
is dispensed in pills, or in the form of a 
tincture, the dose of which varies from fifteen 
drops a day to ninety drops. The effect of this 
drug must be carefully watched, because it is apt, 
especially if taken in too large quantities, to pro- 
duce symptoms of poisoning, which first show 
themselves in the eyes. The patients complain of 
giddiness, their upper eyelids have an irresistible 
tendency to drop, and when lifted up with the fin- 
ger objects appear double; at the same time a 
strong sensation of weakness and _ prickling is felt 
in the arms. A subcutaneous injection of morphia 
has, however, always proved a good antidote and 
removed the alarming symptoms. 

The cayapona globulosa is found in Brazil. It 
is a very powerful drastic, and much used in veter!- 
nary medicine. An alkaloid, cayaponine, has been 
extracted from it, which contains the efficient 
parts of the plant. Experiments have been made 
with this substance in the form of a solution; if 
swallowed, it produced very copious and repeated 
evacuations, but without any pain in the bowels. 
When injected under the skin it caused a very 
large and painful swelling, which was surrounded 
by a network ot smaller swellings, radiating from 
the center, and apparently produced by some irti- 
tation of the lymphatic vessels. There was not the 
least trace of any drastic effect in this case.—Lom- 
don Med. Record, Dec. 15, 1878.—Monthly Ab- 
stract. 
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DAMIANA AS A NERVE TONIC.— My views on 
damiana as a sexual tonic are known to a very 
large number of the members of the medical pro- 
fession. Further experience has strengthened the 
high appreciation I have expressed of its value in 
sexual debility, and given me, I think, some new 
ideas as to its physiological action and position as 
a remedial agent. It is pre-eminently a nerve 
tonic, impressing the brain and nerve centers very 
much in the same manner that strychnia does. 
While, however, void of poisonous properties, it 
excites nerve cell nutrition, and enables the nerve 
cell to assimilate its proper pabulum from the 
blood. 

For the medulla oblangata and the medulla 
spinalis, it has an especial affinity. The motor 
nerves seem more impressed by its influence than 
are those of sensation. Hence I inferred that it 
would prove valuable in paralysis. Opportunities 
offering, I tested the accuracy of this inference in 
two cases—one hemiplegic; the other paraplegic. 
In both, damiana proved of unquestionable efficacy ; 
the advantage was as unequivocal as I ever wit- 
nessed from the use of strychnia and ergot. 

If my theory of its modus operandi—that it 
acted as an invigorator of the primordial nerve 
cell—be correct, it is easy to understand its true 
place in the treatment of certain forms of paralysis, 
as well as other nerve lesions in which deficient 
cell nutrition plays an important part. Damiana, 
by its direct action as a nerve tonic, by removing 
the morbid condition or stimulating the cells in 
inactive conditions, supplies a great want in thera- 
peutics. 

If impotency has accrued in the male from in- 
ability to secure the necessary erection to convey 
the seminal fluid into the female, and to produce 


in her the very important yet not absolutely es- 
sential orgasm for impregnation, this remedy, in 
the absence of organic or structural change, will 


almost invariably overcome the difficulty. It ac- 
complishes all, and even more effectually, the 
results attained by combinations of iron, strychnia, 
ergot and cantharides. 

In several cases of nervous exhaustion, I have 
found the organismal hypophosphites to give rather 
negative results, on account of the nerve cell being 
unable to imbibe its proper pabulum. In such 
cases, 1 have used damiana alone with evident 
benefit; but the two agents together are almost 
magical in their effects. 

I have recently used these two agents in combin- 
ation with extract of malt, and the result has ex- 
ceeded my fondest expectations in several cases of 
malnutrition and general cachexia. I have also 
noticed that the capacity for both physical and 
intellectual labor is increased by the use of this 
combination. 

Recently, I used damiana in a case of obstinate 
constipation, and found the trouble entirely re- 
moved ; and this after having used a multitude of 
remedies. Whether the result in this case was a 
mere coincidence, or will again occur, I shall de- 
termine by future trials. I believe damiana can be 
advantageously used in all cases in which strychnia 
Is now employed. 

_ The preparation I have used is the fluid extract, 
either prepared by myself by cold repercolation, 
or by Dr. F. O. St. Clair. I abstain from heat in 
making it, as high temperature is as fatal to dami- 
ana as it is to wild cherry. May not the rise of 
heat in the manufacture explain the reason why 
so much of the fluid extracts found in the market 
is utterly worthless, and has brought so much re- 
proach, to be shared by the properly prepared and 
valuable article ? 


Damiana, like ergot, isolated phosphorous com- 





pounds, podophyllin and other valuable agents, 
has had its good name traduced, and at it has been 
hurled the usual remedy of the weak—ridicule; but 
truth, as it always will, has triumphed, and this 
agent is, no doubt, destined to an officinal position 
in our pharmacopeeia.—C. G. Polk, M. D., in 
Virginia Medical Monthly. 


SULPHO-CARBOLATE OF SODIUM IN A SEVERE 
CASE OF VARIOLOID—RECOVERY.—We called to 
see Mrs. B. one evening a few winters ago when 
an epidemic of variola was prevailing. There had 
been several cases of the disease in her vicinity— 
on Capitol Hill. A few weeks before I had vac- 
cinated her four children, and as she had not been 
vaccinated for thirty years, I desired that she 
should also submit to the operation. As she had 
a large and characteristic cicatrix from the first 
operation she declined to have it done. 

The vaccination was successful with all the chil- 
dren save the youngest. 

When I saw Mrs. B. the first time (in the even- 
ing), the eruption had not appeared, but her symp- 
toms indicated pretty clearly the nature of the 
case. 

Ordered warm lemonade with spirits ztheris 
nitrosi f 3i every three hours, and had her separ- 
ated from the other members of the family. I 
then revaccinated the baby and left. 

The next morning I found the eruption well out, 
when I called on Mrs. B., and ordered the follow- 
lowing : 

R. Sodii sulpho-carbolat., 3 j. 
Aq. cinnamon, 0 j. 


M. et Sig. 
times a day. 

This case proved to be a severeone. The erup- 
tion did not exhibit the modifications mentioned 
by Trousseau, in his admirable article on varioloid, 
but the pustules continued to increase in size until 
the eighth day, and were surrounded by a well 
marked areola. There were about twenty pustules 
on the face, and the neck, chest and back, were 
well covered with them. The face was so much 
swollen that the patient would not have been rec- 
ognized by her most intimate friends. The odor 
peculiar to variola was present, and but for the 
well defined cicatrix of the early vaccination, I 
should have pronounced it a case of distinct small- 
pox. 

Trousseau says that desiccation of the pustules 
on the face is complete on the eleventh day. In 
this case the process was not completed until two 
or three days later. Although the patient was able 
to sit up and walk about after the fifteenth day, 
she did not leave her room until the twenty-fourth 
day. As her husband had the disease many years 
before, he did not fear it, and nursed her himself. 
By my direction, he applied daily to every postule 
on her face, with a camel’s hair brush, a solution 
of argenti nit. grs. x to xx to aq.fZi. Laxatives 
were given when required, and the case carefully 
watched. Her recovery was complete, and to-day 
her face is entirely free from all disfiguration from 
the pitting that so generally follows this disgusting 
disease. 

The sulpho-carbolate of sodium was faithfully 
administered from the day the eruption appeared, 
up to the time when the crusts were well formed 
desiccation complete, and I am sure that it modi- 
fied and eliminated the poison in a remarkable de- 
gree. 

The vaccination of the baby was successful, yet 
notwithstanding this, I was informed just before 
I was about to stop my visits to the mother, that 
the child was very sick, and had a high fever the 
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night before. On examination, I found her face, 
neck, chest and arms covered with a vesicular 
eruption. Ordered the sulpho-carbolate in 5 grain 
doses. In three or four days this eruption dried 
up, and could be rubbed off, appearing very much 
like fine bran. From this time the child was con- 
valescent. 

I have met with three cases in my practice, 
where an abortive type of varioloid followed vac- 
cination, when the operation was performed imme- 
diately after exposure to variola—one a lady, the 
other two children. In each of these cases the 
vaccination ran its normal course, and after the 
crust matured the eruption (which was only vesic- 
ular) appeared, preceded by modified symptoms 
of the disease. 

My purpose in reporting this case is to call the 
attention of the profession to the sulpho-carbolate 
of sodium—a remedy of which I may have more to 
say hereafter, in relation toits value in all cases of a 
zymotic type.—H. EF. Woodbury, M. D., in Amer- 
tcan Medical Bi-Weekly. 


DYSMENORRH@®A—PAINFUL MENSTRUATION. 
—The common occurrence of dysmenorrheea, and 
the excruciating torture often experienced, renders 
this affliction one of prominence and interest to the 
general practitioner. We must get a clear concep- 
tion of the complaint. 

The woman in perfect health is materially 
changed during menstruation. Besides greater 
irritability and increased nervousness, there are 
often peculiar local troubles, such as fullness and 
a sense of weight in the pelvis, slight dragging in 
the back, and a frequent inclination to urinate. 
These special symptoms are due to the enlarge- 
ment of the uterus during the period. If the men- 
strual congestion is unusually active, or if the 
uterus is in any other manner diseased, they may be 
greatly aggravated. When there are neoplasms of 
the uterus, especially inflammation, the difficulties 
increase ; when there is perimetritis, there will be 
the most severe pains in the bowels, abdominal 
swelling, tenderness, fever, etc. 

Simple dysmenorrhea does not include those 
pains incident to congestive dysmenorrhoea—for, 
in such cases, the regular symptoms of uterine 
disease are intensified by the menstrual congestion. 
In ovarian dysmenorrheea, the ovaries also enlarge 
during the menstrual period, and occasion pain, 
especially if pressed upon or abnormally situated, 
as when they lie in a hernial sac, or deep in Doug- 
glas’s space, or if inflamed. These pains are su- 
pererogatory. They are not characteristic of men- 
struation, but peritoneal. Even the severe pain 
following rupture of the Graafian vesicle, with 
large hemorrhage, is not dysmenorrhceal. Ovula- 
tion has an etiological significance in connection 
with perimetritis, but not with dysmenorrhea. 

The symptoms of dysmenorrhcea proper are 
very marked, and have a character of their own. 
They are colicky pains, resembling labor; hence 
the term “uterine colic.” Beginning in the back, 
they extend to the sides and thighs, either occur- 
ring periodically or being intensified at short inter- 
vals. These pains may be, and often are, so in- 
tense that patients think they will go mad; yet 
the temperature remains normal. The pains dis- 
appear without structural change when the cause 
is removed. The pains usually appear before the 
flow, the passage being obstructed by the thicken- 
ing of the mucous membrane of the cervix, by 
flexions of the os internum, or by uterine tumor. 
So soon as the uterine contractions have forced a 
way through, the flood flows freely, and the previ- 
ously grievous pains subside. 
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Diagnosis.—This is easily established by keep- 
ing in mind that the pains are caused by uterine 
contractions only in cases of simple dysmenorrhea, 
To discover the efficient cause in individual cases 
is often difficult, and requires a thorough knowl- 
edge of diseases of the uterus. 

Treatment.—A remedy which I have employed 
with great satisfaction in dysmenorrhcea is vibur- 
num prunifolium (black haw), which seems to 
have special action on the uterus. I have used it 
in six successive cases during the past year, with 
entire relief in every case. I give fluid extract— 
half a teaspoonful every hour—until complete re- 
lief ensues, which generally requires from two to 
six doses of a reliable preparation. I find a great 
disparity in the strength of this extract. That 
from Parke, Davis & Co. is good. 

In order to be more certain of effecting acure of 
spasmodic dysmenorrheea, I prescribe: R. Viburni, 
trifoli. fl. ext., Ziv; one teaspoonful four times a 
day, beginning one week before the commencement 
of the menstrual period. If any pain is felt at its 
onset, take two teaspoonfuls at once. Repeat the 
dose in two hours. If required, using a large, hot 
foot-bath, and copious warm drinks of any tea or 
herb preferred, as a relaxant, if the case is of long 
standing. No subsequent attack need be feared, 
providing the general health is good and the other 
systematic functions are normally performed. 

In former years I usually employed zinc valeri- 
anate, which generally gave satisfaction, but not 
such brilliant results as I now witness from the use 
of vibernum. Ifthe patient is suffering either from 
hepatic, renal, alimentary, or other functional de- 
rangements, it is important that such be corrected, 
as preliminary to successful treatment of spasmod- 
ic dysmenorrheea. It may be mainly due to sym- 
pathetic derangement, with other functions pri- 
marily disordered. —S. H. Potter, M.D., in Medical 
Tribune. 


THE PHYSIOLOGICAL AND THERAPEUTICAL 
ACTION OF THYMOL.—Dr. Kiissner has taken as 
much as one gramme of thymol in the course of 
twenty-four hours in the form of pills of o.1 
gramme for a period of four days without observ- 
ing any effects beyond a slight burning in the 
epigastrium. The respiration, pulse, and body 
temperature remained normal, diuresis was not in- 
creased, and the excretion of urea remained un- 
altered. The pain and sensibility to pressure of 
the epigastrium remained for nearly a fortnight 
after discontinuance of the remedy. In a case of 
diabetes, in which the author administered one to 
two grams. of thymol daily, the sugar in the urine 
was decreased without the appearance of any gen- 
eral symptoms. Thymol appears to act usefully 
in cases of catarrh of the bladder, and in the 
diarrhoea of children, when administered daily to 
the extent of three to five drops of a one per cent 
solution ; or a teaspoonful hourly of a solution of 
I in 2000. It is also of use in cases of phthisis 
when given by inhalation (1:1000) for the purpose 
of lessening fever and expectoration. In the case 
of rabbits and dogs, thymol caused death when in- 
jected in the form of an emulsion (1:100—200) 
directly into the vascular system to the extent of 
o.1 per kilogram of the body weight. Three to 
twenty times this lethal dose administered subcu- 
taneously or by the stomach caused only local irri- 
tation owing to the defective absorption, without 
any further results. After injection into the abdom- 
inal cavity of a two to five per cent emulsion well 
marked narcosis appeared with slowing of the 
respiration, death occurring from paralysis of the 
respiratory centers after an interval of three to fif- 
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teen minutes, according to the strength of the dose. 
Aqueous solutions of thymol injected into the 
same place were without action. Artificial respira- 
tion was often successful in restoring life, even in 
those later stages when reflex irritability had entirely 
disappeared, and when the blood-pressure ~ had 
sunk to zero. The blood of animals poisoned with 
thymol is dark and fluid, the blood corpuscles re- 
main uninjured, and the number of red corpuscles 
is not diminished. The author has constantly 
found albumen and hyalin casts, but never hemo- 
globin in the urine. After successive injections of 
0.6 gramme of thymol into a dog weighing 3,800 
grammes, a lowering of temperature by 0.9 degree 
C. was observed in the course of three hours. In 
two puppies aged eight and ten days respectively, 
it was ascertained that for every 5cc. of a 1 percent 
thymol emulsion injected into the abdomen, the 
temperature in the stronger animal almost immedli- 
ately sank 2 degrees C., whilst in the weaker it 
was lessened 6 degrees C. In both cases the nor- 
mal temperature was again reached within two 
hours, whilst the animals suffered no further injury. 
The frequency of the pulse and the blood-pressure 


did not exhibit any constant changes at the com-| 


mencement of narcosis. The blood-pressure 
gradually sank to zero, and the pulse in correspond- 
ence with the lowering of the blood-pressure was 
at first more frequent and then slower. Strychnia 
caused no effect in animals poisoned to the deepest 
coma with thymol. Tetanus, however, could be 
induced during the soporific stage by the injection 
of thymol into the external jugularvein. The ori- 
ginal condition recurred on the disappearance of 
the reflex cramps, and death succeeded to a deep 
coma. Three rabbits which received once or twice 
daily an injection—passed directly by means of a 
catheter into the stomach—of 5, to, and later of 
2occ. of aI per cent emulsion of thymol, and of 
which one lived for four weeks, became decidedly 
thinner in spite of good food and undiminished ap- 
petite, the temperature, pulse, and _ respiration 
remaining normal. Examination showed that 
there was only a moderately anemic condition of 
all the organs, whilst the blood appeared normal 
both broadly and on microscopical investigation. 
The collection of fat around the internal organs 
described by Husemann as resulting from poison- 
ing by thymol is not confirmed by Kiissner after 
the examination either of his acute or chronic cases 
of poisoning by this substance. —Hadz/étations- 
schrift, Halle, 1878, and Col. f. med. Wiss., Nov. 
9, 1878. 

Coro, COTOIN AND PARACOTOIN.—Some at- 
tention’ has lately been paid to coto bark, which 
has been introduced from Brazil, whence came, too, 
jaborandi. Whether the later arrival will prove 
more valuable than its predecessor it is at present 
impossible to say, but as the diaphoretic has be- 
come established in favor we may hope that the 
properties of coto may be found such as they are 
reputed. Several German physicians have experi- 
mented freely with the new medicine, and they 
seem to have shown that it is of great value in 
diarrhoea, etc. J¢ zs not known with certainty 
what tree furnishes the bark, and we shall not 
dwell upon the conjectures made. In commerce 
we see it in rather curved, flattened pieces, of a 
reddish brown color, hot, bitter, but hardly astrin- 
gent taste, and aromatic odor. A tincture made 
of one part of the bark and seven of proof spirit 
may be used, and this form has been used by Gielt, 
Riecker, Fronmiiller, and others. It is principally 
to restrain diarrhoea and excessive sweating that the 
drug at present has been employed. In the colliqua- 
lve sweats and diarrhoeas of phthisis it is said to be 
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effectual in a number of cases. and to relieve manv 
others. The dose has been varied from 15 minims 
up to as much as I 0z.—the average being 3j to 
3iss during the day. The tincture may be taken 
dropped on sugar or diluted with water. It in- 
creases the appetite of the patients. In large 
doses it causes itching or burning in the fauces. 
According to Wittstein (Archzv. / Pharmacie) 
coto contains an etherial oil, a fluid alkaloid with 
a herring-like odor, resembling that of propylamin, 
a soft and a solid resin. According to Jobst, the 
bark contains about 1.5 per cent of cotoin, a crys- 
tallizable substance which can be extracted by 
ether. From water it is extracted in small quadri- 
lateral prisms of a pale yellow color; from alcohol 
in prisms of larger size. These have a pungent 
taste and neutral: reaction ; cotoin is slightly solu- 
ble in cold, readily in warm water, ether and alco- 
hol. From another specimen Jobst extracted a 
similar crystallizable body in yellowish, flattened 
crystals. In this the peculiar pungency of cotoin 
was not observed, nor was its solubility so great. 
Jobst called this “ paracotoin,” and remarked that 


| there was a similarity between this bark and the 


cinchona bark, where with very little external dif- 
ference in appearance we may extract quinine, 
cinchonidin, or cinchonin. Merk gives the follow- 
ing distinction between cotoin and _paracotoin, 
Cotoin is soluble in hot water, melting immediately 
therein ; paracotoin, on the contrary, is only slightly 
soluble, requiring long-continued boiling. Upon 
the addition of nitric acid cotoin turns red, para- 
cotoin green. Besides, the solubility of the two 
differs widely in alcohol and ether. 

Dr. Fronmiiller has employed coto and its pre- 
parations in nearly 200 cases. Of 143 cases he 
has tabulated the results. The diseases from 
which these 143 patients suffered were: Pulmonary 
tuberculosis, 62 ; typhus, 38 ; catarrhal diarrhoea, 12 ; 
acute articular rheumatism, 8; gastric catarrh, 6; 
pneumonia, 6; uterine colic, 3 ; bronchitis, 2 ; edema 
of feet, 2; rheuma, 1; anorexia,1; diphtheria, 1; al- 
buminuria 1. In 93 of these cases there were severe 
colliquative diarrhoea, and in 91 profuse sweating, 
also colliquative; both these complications very 
frequently co-existed. 

In the treatment of diarrhoea coto was used in 
g2 cases, in 85 of which it was administered in the 
form of tincture. These diarrhoeas were princi- 
pally of a colliquative nature, the result of typhus 
and tuberculosis. A cure was effected in 50 of 
these; the diarrhoea was partially controlled in 26, 
and in 9 cases no result was obtained. 

Having observed in a case of phthisis that it re- 
strained the colliquative sweat as well as the 
diarrhoea for which it had been ordered, Fronmiil- 
ler employed it in similar cases with excellent results, 
Altogether he ordered the tincture in 91 such 
cases, with 34 perfect and 36 partial cures, while 
21 cases seemed uninfluenced by it. The good 
effect, which seemed to depend upon increased 
tonicity of the superficial vessels, usually lasted 
but one night, though sometimes longer. Digestion 
was not impaired ; the appetite was indeed so often 
increased that he frequently administered it through- 
out the morning hours as a stomachic in anorexia. 
For its full effect he here found it necessary to 
give 100-200 drops daily; for night sweats he 
advised the same quantity toward evening. 

Cotoin and paracotoin were given in all 18 times 
in various forms of diarrhoea; 9 of these resulted 
in perfect and 6 in partial cures, whilst in 3 cases 
no effect was produced. In night-sweats these 
two agents were also given 18 times; 8 were 
stopped, 9 partially controlled, and 1 was not 
affected. A peculiarity observed by Fronmiiller 
in the urine after the administration of cotoin was 
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that if treated within six hours after its passage 
with nitric acid, a distinctly red color was pro- 
duced. If allowed to stand a few hours longer, 
the phenomenon will not be manifested. 

Professor Baelz has tried paracotoin in cholera. 
In 1877, at Yokohama, he treated five Europeans 
who were attacked, by subcutaneous injections of 
the alkaloid—o.2 grammes. One of the patients 
who was cyanosed, with cold extremities, constant 
vomiting and rice water stools, was cured by three 
doses. Another, a pregnant woman, continued to 
vomit for two days after complete arrest of the 
diarrhoea. The other cases were not so serious. 
One of them had to take castor-oil a couple of 
days later to relieve the constipation caused by the 
paracotoin! This is rather a strange statement, 
but will probably not terrify people into refusing 
to pursue a trial of the drug. At present coto 
bark is expensive, and of course the alkaloids are 
still more costly. With new supplies the price of 
the bark must fall, and then the tincture at least 
may be more widely tried.— 7 he Doctor, October, 
1878. 





THE TREATMENT OF BALDNESS.—In the At- 
lanta Medical and Surgical Fournal, Dr. George 
H. Rohe writes on this widely interesting subject. 

Having been himself a sufferer from seborrhoea 
and consequent alopecia for six or seven years, the 
writer has, as may be supposed, tried a great many 
remedies with a view to its alleviation and cure. Ar- 
senic internally, stimulating washes or oily applica- 
tions, containing in the one case corrosive subli- 
mate. in the other quinine, or tannin, in still an- 
other some of the stimulating oils, were used with 
no appreciable effect either on the formation of 
scales or the depilation. Finally, about two years 
ago, an item went the rounds of the medical jour- 
nals to the effect that a French physician, whose 
name has escaped me, had found that the local use 
of a five per cent solution of chloral hydrate was 
a sovereign remedy for the trouble under consider- 
ation. Rejoiced that at last I could appropriately 
shout “Eureka!” I began to use the chloral wash 
assiduously for about three months, following the 
directions given as accurately as possible. At the 
end of the three months the production of scales 
was more rapid and the fall of hair greater than 
ever. Disgusted with the failure of all the thera- 
peutic measures which had been so highly lauded, 
I almost decided to let the affection take its own 
course, and run the risk of a shiny bald pate at thirty. 
About that time the second volume of Hebra’s 
classical treatise on diseases of the skin came to 
hand, and one of the first things I read was Kaposi's 
thorough article on alopecia. Impressed with the 
reasonableness of the views put forth by Kaposi, I 
determined to give his plan of treatment a trial, 
with the result of checking the fall of hair and 
diminishing the production of scales in a reason- 
ably short space of time. I have since then recom- 
mended the plan in a considerable number of in- 
stances, and when it has been faithfully carried 
out with uniform success. 

The success of the method depends upon the 
use of an agent which, while mildly stimulant, re- 
moves the scales and thoroughly cleanses the 
scalp. This agent is the German or French soft 
soap (green soap, schmierseife, savon vert), in al- 
coholic solution. This soap is now imported in 
large quantities and prescribed daily by the der- 
matologists of Boston, New York, Baltimore, 
Philadelphia, and other cities. The soap, contain- 
ing an excess of alkali, saponifies the fatty matter of 
the sebaceous secretion, and it is thus easily re- 
moved. The alcohol greatly assists this action, 
and seems also to have. an alterative action—if 
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such an indefinite term is excusable—on the glands, 
The two may be combined as follows: 
B. Saponis viridis (Germ.), 3 ij. 
Alcoholis, 3 ij. 
Solve, filtra, et adde ol. lavandulz from 20 to 30 drops. 


The oil of lavender is added to cover the disa- 
greeable fishy odor of the soap. The above makes 
a very handsome orange or wine colored prepara- 
tion, with a pleasant odor, to which the most fas- 
tidious will hardly object. 

This is used as a shampoo every morning or 
evening, pouring one or two tablespoonfuls on the 
head. Upon the addition of water, and smart 
friction with the fingers, a copious lather is soon 
produced. After keeping up the shampooing pro- 
cess for four or five minutes, all the soap must be 
washed out of the hair by the free use of warm 
or cold water, and the hair thoroughly dried by 
means of a gentle friction with a soft towel. The 
immediate effect experienced is a disagreeable 
feeling of tension of the scalp, as if it were 
stretched too tightly over the skull. To obviate 
this effect, and to keep the scalp from getting too 
dry, and thus, perhaps, set up a true pityriasis, it is 
necessary to follow up the shampooing with some 
fatty application, which may contain some mild 
stimulant, thus: Castor oil, one part, to alcohol, 
three or four parts, with a little oil of rosemary or 
cinnamon, or the elegant pomades and oils of 
Bazin and other manufacturers may be used. But 
the best, as well as the neatest preparation that I 
have employed for this purpose, is the hydro-car- 
bon known in commerce as cosmoline. This isa 
product obtained from petroleum. It is entirely 
bland and unirritating; never turns rancid, and is 
comparatively cheap. It may be obtained in the 
fluid form or as a soft solid. . 

This procedure, shampooing, drying the hair and 
applying the greasy preparation, must be repeated 
daily for three or four weeks. In the course of 
that time it will be discovered that the production 
of scales and the falling of the hair has been very 
markedly decreased. It will then suffice to repeat 
it two or three times a week for a month or two 
longer, after which a good shampoo once a week 
will usually succeed in maintaining a permanent 
cure. 

Most patients will be alarmed after using this 
method at first, because the hair comes out in 
greater quantity than before. This is due to the 
fact that a large number of hairs are dead and 
only retained in their follicles by the plugging of 
the sheath with the accumulated sebaceous matter. 
The patient should, therefore, always be prepared 
for this result, and the cause of the increased fall- 
ing of the hair is explained to him. 

It is not necessary, though more convenient, to 
cut the hair short during the treatment. 

When the alopecia has lasted so long that the 
hair bulbs have become atrophied, nothing will re- 
store the hair on those spots. Our endeavors must 
be directed to saving what remains. A prognosis 
favorable to the restoration of the hair must, there- 
fore, be given with caution — The Medical Brief. 


CONSTIPATION.—Constipation is so common 
that the subject has a really preponderating im- 
portance with general practitioners. Researches 
have shown that as a rule the characteristic want 
of action is not the fault of the rectum. In a 
large number of cases examined, the intestine was 
found empty. In fact the presence of faces in the 
rectum stimulates to evacuation. It calls the atten- 
tion ordinarily to the necessity of defecation, often 
rendering it imperative. The liver, colon and 
cecum are totally deficient in tone or action. 
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Etiology: The immediate causes of this com- 
plaint are the following: 1. Mechanical obstruc- 
tion interfering with the passage of the faces in 
some part of the alimentary canal. 2. Deficient 
peristaltic action, generally due to impaired excit- 
ability of the nerves, especially of the colon. 3. De- 
ficiency of secretion, particularly of the bile and 
intestinal fluid; or else excessive absorption. 
Hence the feces are too solid, while the peristaltic 
action is insufficient. Habitual neglect of the act 
of defecation, astringent articles of diet, the use of 
opium, excess in smoking, sedentary and enervat- 
ing habits, anemia, dyspepsia, uterine and ovarian 
derangements, most acute febrile diseases as well 
as debility and various chronic affections, may 
induce any of these conditions. The presence of 
lead in the system should also be enumerated in 
this category. 

Some persons, especially individuals of a slow, 
lethargic temperament, are predisposed to this 
complaint. Females are more commonly affected, 
owing doubtless to carelessness induced by want 
of time, or undue modesty. It is more liable to 
occur as age advances, although very frequent in 
young women, especially in connection with 
hysteria. 

In constipation the stools are not passed often 
enough, and are generally deficient in quantity and 
too solid in consistency. It is frequently a mere 
temporary derangement ; but in many instances it 
is the habitual condition. Many will declare posi- 
tively that their bowels are regular, simply because 
they go to stool every day, when in reality they 
suffer from habitual constipation, only passing 
small amounts, in an indurated state. Hence close 
inquiry should always be made. 

The degree of constipation varies greatly. It is 
common with many females, that the bowels are 
only moved once or twice a week. Sometimes the 
intervals are even longer, and in exceptional cases, 
most extraordinary. Hence feeces may accumulate 
in the intestines, distending them enormously. 
When evacuated they are firm, often extremely 
hard, dry, in scybalous lumps or large masses, fre- 
quently pale and unusually fetid. Hard excrement 
often causes irritation, and produces a kind of diar- 
thoea, attended with the discharge of mucus or pus. 
We may thus be misled as to the actual conditions, 
for the faeces are retained. The passage of indu- 
rated faeces may cause a great deal of pain about 
the anus, with straining, and sometimes discharge 
of blood. Excrement is liable to undergo decom- 
position, when retained, thus causing flatulence 
with pain. The secretions are insufficient, as also 
the motor action of the bowels, causing dyspepsia, 
usually of an atonic kind. Accumulated faeces 
often cause complete obstruction or ulceration and 
perforation. They can commonly be detected by ex- 
amination of the abdomen, which may simulate 
various other abdominal enlargements. As a rule 
these correspond in position and shape to the ce- 
cum, or some part of the colon. They often have 
adoughy feel, yielding to pressure, by which they 
are sometimes much altered. Percussion general- 
ly gives a combination of dullness and tympanitic 
sound. In some cases, however, these accumula- 
tions produce extensive, irregular, solid enlarge- 
ments, somewhat resembling cancer. Therefore 
the possibility of any doubtful tumor being due to 
faeces should always be borne in mind, and before 
a positive opinion is given the effects of aperients 
and enemata observed. 

The effect of habitual constipation upon the 
general system are frequently very marked. It 
Produces a state of nervous depression, and by 
interfering with digestion and nutrition, may cause 
much anemia, and wasting. 





Treatment: It is important to impress upon 
patients the necessity of gozug to stool daily at the 
same hour, and having a proper evacuation. If 
this is neglected for a long period, it becomes ex- 
tremely difficult to restore the bowels to normal 
activity. Change in diet may assist in removing 
constipation. Astringent articles of food should 
be avoided. Bran bread, oatmeal cakes, or por- 
ridge, certainly prove efficacious in not a few cases, 
and figs or acid fruits are also useful. Any injur- 
ious habits, which tend to confine the bowels, must 
be avoided, and a proper amount of exercise taken. 
Cold bathing with douching of the abdomen is 
often beneficial; and in women with relaxed abdo- 
minal muscles, the wearing of a broad bandage 
firmly drawn round the body, is very serviceable. 
The inactivity of the bowels may be due to a 
general want of tone, hence tonics are useful. The 
best are the non-astringent preparations of iron, 
mineral acids with bitter infusions or tinctures, 
strychnia, and extract or tincture of nux-vomica. 
If there be /ead in the system causing the consti- 
pation, iodide of potassium is ##e remedy. Various 
aperients have to be employed, but it is desirable 
to avozd taking these, if possible, especially those 
of the stronger kind. As soon asthe desired effect 
has been produced, and the bowels have been 
properly evacuated, purgatives should be stopped, 
and the patient impressed: with the importance of 
trying to keep up a regular action by attention to 
the matters already named. Among the most 
efficacious aperients, in these cases, are confection 
of senna or sulphur, taken early in the morning; 
compound rhubarb or extract of butternut pill; 
sulphate of magnesia, in 3ss to 3 j doses three 
times a day, which is often beneficially combined 
with sulphate of iron ; sulphate of potassa, particu- 
larly recommended for children ; aloes, in the form 
of extract, pill or decoction. especially valuable if 
the colon is torpid; an extract of belladonna in 
doses of % to 4% gr. once a day. The last 
mentioned has deservedly come into high repute, 
and has been particularly recommended by Trous- 
seau. A combination of this remedy with extract 
of nux vomica is very serviceable in some cases. 
Not uncommonly it becomes necessary to use 
stronger purgatives from time to time, such as ex- 
tract of colocynth, podophyllin, jalap, or gamboge. 
If the bile appears to be deficient, podophylln is 
valuable. Some, however, recommend inspissated 
ox gall. Some of these remedies. may be given 
with advantage in different combinations, made up 
into pills with extract of gentian or extract of 
hyoscyamus. It seems best to administer these 
just before or during a meal. Various aperient 
mineral waters are often serviceable. 

rhamnus purshiana or cascara sagrada, recent- 
ly brought to the notice of the profession, by our 
indefatigable friend of eclecticism, Dr. J. H. Bundy, 
of Oakland, California, is the best remedy for con- 
stipation I have yet employed. I have used it 
recently in several cases of obstinate chronic con- 
stipation, with results astonishing and _ brilliant; 
and I commend it to others. A favorite formula 
with me is : 

R. Fl, ext. cascara sagrada, 3 j. 

Simple syrup, 
Water, aa. Z iss. 


Dose. One teaspoonful after each meal and at 
bed time, or as required to regulate the bowels in 
individual cases. 

The employment of simple enemata in cases of 
habitual constipation is not practiced to the extent 
which it merits; an injection of water, soap and 
water, or a solution of salt, in the morning, will 
often prove very useful. If necessary a little 
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castor oil may be added. The use of a suppository 
of soap is a popular remedy in some parts, 
especially in the case of children. It has also been 
recommended to galvanize the abdominal walls. 

Impacted rectum.—Occasionally, as the result 
of long-continued accumulation, the rectum be- 
comes greatly distended with solid and dry excre- 
ment, which has to be mechanically scooped out. 
Enemata of warm water and glycerine may be 
used to aid in softening and breaking the faces 
down. Then great care is required to prevent a 
relapse, and restore proper action and tone. A 
young man in this city, known to the writer, has 
had no fecal evacuation for ten years unaided by 
a scoop used for that purpose. If long neglected 
the accumulation of hardened feces is enormous, 
and their removal is an odious and embarrassing 
task for the attendant.—S. H. Potter, M. D., tn 
Medical Tribune. 


CLINICAL LECTURE ON ACUTE BRIGHT’S DIs- 
EASE CURED BY JABORANDI.—A. W., et. 55, sin- 
gle. Admitted on March 2oth. 
fered from rheumatism, and has never had any 
specific disease. Has always been regular in her 
courses. The patient states most positively, that 


she has been perfectly well all winter, and that her | 


illness only began one week prior to her admission. 
She then noticed that being exposed to the vicissi- 
tudes of the weather, her feet and then her face be- 
gan toswell. Finally, a general anasarca came on, 
She had, at the same time, some loss of appetite, 
with gastric pain and cough. When she was ad- 
mitted to the hospital, her whole body was greatly 
swollen, and she was somewhat feverish; the tem- 
perature in the mouth being 99°. The heart was 
beating feebly, or rather the sounds of the heart 
were feeble. She complained of pain and weight 
in the pit of her stomach, and of considerable 
dyspnoea. She passed but little urine. There was 
no heart murmur to be heard, although we made a 
very careful examination of that organ. The tongue 
was clear, and the digestive disturbances not much 
marked. 

What was the cause of the dropsy? A clue was 
at once afforded us by an examination of the urine, 
which was found to contain an enormous amount 
of albumen; the albumen, when precipitated, fill- 
ing at least one-third of the test tube. 


corpuscles, epithelial and hyaline casts and a few 
oil drops. Most of the casts were, however, epi- 
thelial. 

I at once diagnosticated the case as one of acute 


Bright’s disease—Bright’s disease complicating | 


acute renal dropsy. All this was self-evident. 
Only one doubtful point remained to be cleared up. 
Was, or was there not, prior organic disease of the 
kidneys? This was at first hard to determine off- 
hand. We had to wait until the acute attack had 
passed. away under the proper treatment. The 
presence of casts and blood corpuscles in the urine 
seemed to answer the question in the affirmative at 
that time. 

To-day we have the best of reasons for conclud- 


ing that no disease of the kidneys pre-existed. The | 


case has ended in perfect recovery. The abnormal 
constituents of the urine have almost entirely dis- 
appeared. This case has been an extraordinary 
one, on account of the patient’s very rapid recovery. 

And now you will, of course, want to know what 
our treatment has been—how we have brought it 
about that in the course of two weeks after her 
admission the patient is entirely recovered. The 


Has never suf-| 


The micro- | 
scope taught us that the urine also contained blood | 


-_— dropsy, albumen in her urine, and dyspnoea 
| all gone together. I ascribe all my success in the 
treatment of this case to the free use of jaborandi, 
| Five days after the jaborandi treatment was begun, 
| the whole face of the case was changed. The 
| dose I ordered was one drachm of the fluid extract 
| of jaborandi thrice daily. This dose produced ex- 
| cessive diuresis and diaphoresis. I am convinced 
| that in jaborandi we possess a most valuable agent 
|for combating the dropsical complications of 
Bright’s disease. It should be given either in the 
form of the infusion, or the fluid extract. In cases 
| where uremic poisoning is a factor, and where the 
| drug is consequently not well borne by the stomach, 
| I have administered jaborandi by injecting it into 
|the bowel. Though the effects of the drug when 
| injected were not so striking as in the present case, 
I yet see no reason why it should not be given by 
| the bowel as well as by the mouth. I have also 
| tried the drug hypodermically, but I prefer not to 
| speak positively at present of its effects when so 
jused. In one instance I will say that it did pro- 
duce considerable irritation of the skin. 
| How are we treating this woman, now that the 
dropsy is all gone? She is taking dialyzed iron 
| internally and hypodermically. This treatment is 
| improving vastly her general health and _ nutrition, 
| The origin of the disease in the present case is a 
|very common one. It was brought on by cold 
| and exposure. In children, acute Bright’s disease 
generally follows scarlet fever. In adults it usually 


comes on immediately after exposure to dampness 
j}and vicissitudes of 
|M. D. 


weather— ¥. M4. DaCosta, 


THE MONOBROMIDE OF CAMPHOR AS A Hyp- 
| NOTIC.—Frankhauser recommends the monobro- 
|mide of camphor as a hypnotic in cases in which 
|the narcotics proper are not borne, or in which 
| they have lost their efficacy from long use. The 

doses required to produce sleep (he gives generally 

|2 to 2} grains in powder) are entirely harmless; 
| unpleasant effects—such as a feeling of fullness in 
|the head, nausea, excitement—occur but rarely, 
| and even then are only transitory. In most cases 
ithe drug is well borne, even though gastric ca- 
| tarrh, cardialgia, etc., exist. The hypnotic effect 
| follows rapidly, as a rule; and in many cases, even 
| when the drug has been used _ repeatedly, lasts for 
aconsiderable time. In other cases it passes off in 
a relatively short period. In some cases these 
small doses refused to produce sleep, but it is 
probable that larger doses would have been more 
| successful. Three and three-quarter grains, and 
even more, have been given without injury.— 
Deutsche Medical Woch. 


PARAGUAY TEA.—Dr. Couty gives in the Ga- 
zette des Hopitaux, an account of several experi- 
ments which were made on the physiological effect 
of mate, or Paraguay tea. If taken as an infu- 
sion, it produces violent irritation of the digestive 
canal, manifested by tenesmus and diarrhcea; it 
also causes frequent and abundant micturition; 
| it often produces slight erection of the penis; and 
it accelerates the movement of the heart very 
considerably, if the tea has been strong enough. 
There is, however, no vomiting, no change in the 
pupil, no alteration in the respiration; nothing 
whatever which could prove a direct action of 
the mazé on the brain or spinal cord. Dr. Couty, 
therefore, concludes that mazé acts on the sym- 
pathetic system, and on all the internal organs 
which are supplied by it—Aritish Med. Fournal. 
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Editor’s Notes. 


MICHIGAN MEDICAL NEws.—The success of | 


this journal is without a parallel in the history of 
American medical publications. We congratulate 
its editor and proprietor, Dr. J. J. Mulheron, on his 
keen appreciation of the wants of the working 
physician. He has struck a lead which has never 
before been touched, and is, in more than the con- 
ventional significance of the hackneyed phrase, 
filling “a long felt want.” The size of the journal, 
12 double column royal octavo pages, does not 
give a proper idea of the amount of work expended 
on it. The matter is practically all original, con- 
sisting of editorials, miscellany, paragraphs, origi- 
nal communications, formulas and selections. The 
latter are all re-written and condensed from the 
current periodical literature, and give in the small- 
est possible space the cream of everything new 
that is being introduced. The price of the journal, 
$1.00 per year, is so low as to cause us to wonder 
how so much can be given for so little. Volume 
1, which we have had _ bound, is the cheapest book 
on the shelves of our library. All that is neces- 
sary to send up the circulation of the NEws far in 
advance of that of any other medical journal pub- 
lished, is for the profession to know what the 
journal really is. It is concise, spicy, newsy and 
first class. Send two 3 cent stamps to Dr. J. J. 
Mulheron, Detroit, Mich., and he will send you a 
specimen copy. 





BUSINESS CHANCES !—Under this head we will 
be happy to insert, gvazzs, from three to five lines 
from any physician or druggist who wishes to dis- 
pose of his property. These brief notices should 
state where the property is located, its value, rea- 
sons for selling, etc. This liberal offer enables 
physicians and druggists wishing to change their 
location to bring the matter free of expense to the 
notice of thousands who might wish to purchase. 
The circulation of NEW PREPARATIONS is al- 
ready very large, and rapidly increasing. It goes 
to every State and Territory in this country. 

WHITFIELD’S CAPSULE FILLER.—We learn 
that this ingenious little instrument is attracting 
much attention among pharmacists. Capsules are 


| now used by all progressive physicians for the ad- 


ministration of nauseous drugs, and a machine 


| which will rapidly and neatly fill them is almost a 


necessity in well ordered drug stores. 

We noticed recently commendatory editorial ar- 
ticles on these fillers in two of the leading phar- 
maceutical journals of the country—Mew Reme- 
dies, of New York, and The Pharmacist, of 
Chicago—and a large sale is already guaranteed to 
the fortunate inventor. 

Notwithstanding the unexpected demand for 
them, we are assured that orders through the trade 
will be promptly filled. 

See advertisement on page I. 


Publisher’s Notes. 


Subscriptions. 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICE for 1879, one dollar. 

The /udex for 1878 is now ready, and every sub- 
scriber for 1878 is entitled to it. 

For one dollar and fifty cents inclosed to Geo. S. 
Davis, Publisher, we will send NEW PREPARATIONS 
(monthly) and MICHIGAN MEDICAL NEwsS (semi- 
monthly) for oe year to any address. 

BACK NUMBERS (1877-78), each 1o cents. Back 


numbers, bound—Vols. I and II—each vol.—paper | 


40 cents; board 75 cents. 
We should be pleased to have all who receive a 
sample copy of this number continue with us, and 


hope they will send their remittances of one dollar |for another subscription, and claim the premium. 
each in to us as speedily as possible, so that | 


our mail list can be got in readiness for the next | 


issue, 

Write your name and address p/azuly. When 
possible inclose your printed address (card, bill or 
note head). 

Send at once for our Prospectus, if you have not 
already seen it. It gives sfeczal rates for all the 
leading medical journals in the United States, in 
connection with NEW PREPARATIONS. It also 
contains our list of Premzums. 


If you feel unable to pay the retail prices of | 
medical publications, notice that you can obtain | 
NEW PREPARATIONS with many of them for a| 
year, without extra charges, if both publications | 
are ordered through us. Many have availed them- | 


selves of our clubbing rates the past few weeks. 
For publications of Messrs. Wm. Wood & Co., 
and Henry C. Lea, we must hereafter charge their 
list prices, with $1.00 additional for NEW PRE- 
PARATIONS, as they no longer make the usual trade 
discounts to any publishers. To save you the an- 
noyance of making two remittances we will, how- 





ever, be responsible for your payment reaching 
them if sent to us with your remittance for NEW 
PREPARATIONS. 

A new premium for one subscriber is a Self- 
lighting Pocket Match Safe, in which a slight 
movement of the hand opens the case, throws out 
a match, amd lights zt at the same moment. 
Like all our premiums, this is only offered to 
actual subscribers who send the names of New 
Subscribers. Thus, a physician who is not a paid 
subscriber, cannot remit $1.00 for his own subscrip- 
tion, and claim a premium. But if he is already 
on our books as a paid subscriber for 1879, or if he 
pays for himself at the same time, he can send $1.00 


Subscribers cannot claim both the premium and 
the advantages of our clubbing rates on the same 
subscriptions. 

Agents. 


We want more agents. Good smart men, phy- 
sicians with little practice, drug clerks, or any per- 
sons brought into direct contact with physicians, 
can do well by canvassing for us. The work is 


| easy, honorable, requires no capital, and pays well. 


We furnish sample copies gratzs. Write at 
once, stating your qualifications for canvassing, 
and the territory you want, and we shall be pleased 
to correspond with you. 

Agents now working for us are very successful 
thus far. 

If you have an unusually interesting ease to offer, 
write its history in detail for the Orzgznal Depart- 
ment, to the extent of, say, two pages of foolscap. 

If you wish merely to express your opinion gen- 
erally on the merits of a new remedy, write for 
Correspondence Department, to the extent of a 
page of note paper or finely written postal card, 
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Correspondence. 


Address all correspondence and printed matter 
pertaining to the journal to Geo. S. Davis, Box 641, 
Detroit. 

In corresponding, don’t blame us for an appar- 
ent inattention to your wants, until you know we 


we cannot readily answer it ourselves, we will give 
it publication. Some one out of our many thousag 
readers will undoubtedly be able to give you the 
information you wish. 


WE shall continue the reports of practitioners) 


| upon the remedies introduced to your notice next 


are at fault. We have a large file of letters which | year, and shall also continue our reports upon such 
ought to be answered ; some have no signature, | other new-comers as me be of interest to the prow 


others no address, and many we cannot read either | fession; hence we cor 


signature or place. Your letter of complaint will 
enable us to answer you. 

ANY inquiries you may wish to make concerning 
the action of any new drug, please to send to us; i 


Distilled Extract Witch Hazel. 
For sale in bulk per gallon, or in pound bottles. 
PaRKE, Davis & Co., Detroit. 


Gurjun Balsam. 
The new substitute for copaiba, in gonorrhcea, 
for sale in quantities as desired, by 
PARKE, DAVIS & Co., Detroit. 


For Sale. 

Drug store doing a paying business. Stock 
small and clean; fixtures nearly new. For par- 
ticulars address 

“ PHARMACIST,” P. O. box 641, Detroit, Mich. 


A Fine Chance for Investment. 

A drug store in one of the best business loca- 
tions in the city of Detroit is now offered for sale. 
The proprietor is compelled by urgent personal 
reasons to close up his business within a brief 
period, and will offer stock, fixtures and good will 
at very reasonable figures. Part cash is asked, and 
easy terms for the balance, if good security can be 
given. 

Any one with available funds will find a bargain 
in a cash purchase. 

The store is well stocked with every requisite for 
a first-class store, and is in excellent condition. 

Address “ DRUGGIST,” box 641, Detroit, Mich. 
Michigan Medical News. 

Published semi-monthly. Terms only one dollar 
per year. Edited by Dr. J. J. Mulheron. Send 
three-cent postage stamp for specimen copy. 


Cascara Sagrada (Rhamnus Purshiana). 

The fluid extract of this drug has been proved to 
be one of the most useful /¢zuzd cathartics known 
to the profession. As a laxative and remedy in 
habitual constipation it has no equal. 

PARKE, Davis & Co., Detroit. 


Lactated Pepsine (not patented). 


A new compound digestive agent, composed of 
pepsine, maltose, diastase, pancreatine, lactic acid, 
and hydrochloric acid. Recommended in dyspepsia 
and all phases of mal-nutrition, and in sickness of 
pregnancy. Specify “P., D. & Co’s.” 

PARKE, Davis & Co. 


For Sale.—Drug Store 

In a town of 8,000 inhabitants in central Ohio. 
Good location. Stock, $5,000; sales from $8,000 
to $9,000 per year. Will sell at invoice, and then 
deduct $500—or lump and sell at a bargain. Good 
reasons for selling. Address X, box 641, Detroit. 


Miscellaneous Business Notices. 





ially invite physicians te 
send us, for publication, their written experiencg) 
with any of the mew remedies alluded to in our 
columns, or upon kindred subjects. 





Physician—Location. 

Good location in a town of 8,000 in central 
Michigan. A good physician from the age of 3 
to 45 years, well skilled in surgery, and of goog 
habits, can soon establish a paying practice. Full} 
particulars by addressing (with stamp) G, box 641, 
Detroit. 


Empty Capsules. 

Read carefully the article on this subject on ad=) 
vertising page I. Physicians are requested to exe) 
amine Parke, Davis & Co.’s capsules in comparison 
with others in the market. 

Pepsine and Pancreatine. : 
These articles from the laboratory of Parke, 
Davis & Co. will recommend themselves for uni-; 

formity and general therapeutical efficacy. 


Boldo. 

The new Chilian tonic recommended in dyspep-9 
sia, gonorrhoea and rheumatism. See advertising 
page V. PARKE, DAVIS & Co, 
Quinine Flower. 

An antiperiodic of undoubted merit, producing” 
all the effects of quinine, even to the Zémnctus 
aurtum. See advertising page V. 

PARKE, Davis & Co, 
Elixirs Wines and Syrups. - 

Parke, Davis & Co. have made many improve-" 
ments in these elegant pharmaceuticals. Their list 7 
comprises all standard formule, as well as the most 
recent combinations of new remedies. Physicians} 
will insure satisfaction, and encourage quality in 
manufacture by specifying “P., D. & Co.’s” om 
their prescriptions. 

Pink Granules. 4 

These granules are intended to supply the need] 
of physicians in such cases as require minute doses, 
or frequent repetition, for adults, or in complaints” 
of children. For the sake of beauty of appearance, 5 
and to distinguish them from the regular line of” 
pills, a coating of pink sugar is applied. Specify} 
“P., D. & Co.’s Pink Granules” on your orders. 7 

PARKE, Davis & Co. 
In Stock. 
A large supply of genuzne fresh 

Cascara Sagrada, Gurjun Balsam, 

Penthorum Sedoides, Folia Carobe, 

Gentiana Quinqueflora, Bael Fruit, 

Berberis Aquifolium, Boldo Leaves, 

Yerba Reuma, Jaborandi, 

Grindelia Robusta. 
PARKE, Davis & Co., Detroit. 








